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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Greetings fellow agnelites!!!

After an exciting year we are back with the
latest edition of the Agnel Clarion!!!! This year's
Clarion is the epitome of the saying, "The More
The Merrier" with a humongous number of
articles contributed by Agnelites who are the
next generation of Roald Dahls and Charles
Dickens.

We had a blast reading your wonderful articles,
some of which made us laugh our heads off,
while some opened our eyes to life's realities.
We sincerely apologize to those whose articles
couldn't make it into the book, because as
editors it is our job to pick out the gems out of
the tons of gold.

Right from jokes to campaigns, opinion polls to
poems, this year's Clarion has myriad articles.
Don't forget to browse through the interview

- Akshadha Shreeram, Vivek Nair

with an ex-student who has made our school
proud. So anyone reading this Clarion is
definitely in for a roller coaster ride!

This year as a part of our honorable Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's digital India
campaign, Agnels has decided to publish its first
ever E-magazine. So be sure to check it out as
we have tried our best to incorporate all the
wonderful articles that we received from our
budding writers in this version of the Clarion.

None of this would have been possible without
the love and support of our amazing teachers.
So, a big thank you to them for giving us this
enriching experience!

We hope that you enjoy reading it as much as
we enjoyed compiling it for you!

Happy reading!

Left to Right Standing : Neerav Suvarna, Arnav Pandey, Vivek Nair, Vaishnav Kadam
Left to Right Sitting : Urvi Patil, Devanshi D’souza, Sejal Satam, Akshadha Shreeram
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WE WILL MISS YOU ....

| first met Fr. Orlando during my interview in
1990, he was so friendly and warm and
immediately made me feel welcome, he told
me that Agnels is like one big family, | smiled
and nodded, but understood the true meaning
of his words a few months later...

- Sunita Suresh

Fr Orlando...the name itself is enough because
no words can sum up what Fr Orlando was...a
true visionary and a leader with a humongous
stature, he touched the lives of all...he was an
unmatched hero and generated a lot of energy
which inspired people to dream and achieve
their dreams.

- Sunita Dimri..

He was a man who gave vision to a world in
which we all grew... a vision that grew so large
and yet was all encompassing.. a vision called
the Agnel family - Vasudaiva Kutumbakam..

For all of us he was the rock.. the multilingual
magician with that booming voice and an
incomparable way with words. For me - he was

family ...my sounding board in times of
confusion and one who was part of all my major
decisions.

- Anuya Naik

He is the first priest | met. The first person
besides my dad whom | addressed as Father. As
a 11 year old when | met him 35 years ago, he
was unlike any person | ever met before.
Immaculately dressed with a booming voice and
loving eyes. There are so many wonderful
stories and | want to write them all.....he has
contributed to our growth, confidence and
more importantly, to our beliefs and values.

- Prasad Menon

The stars shine down
And watch us live
Our little lives

And weep for us !l

Have loved these words, since forever !!
But no person emulated them better,
Than you, my Reverend Father Orlando.

You have inspired my dad and all of us to do
more, to be more, to give more and to go
beyond.... every single day. You are one of the
reasons, the foundation he build his life upon.

Your love, your dynamic persona, your smile,
your robe, your thunderous voice, your
infectious enthusiasm, your never give up
attitude, your vision will be with us forever.

| believe, the holy water you sprinkled on our
house every time, is the reason we live such
lovely lives.

No more suffering and pain. Just tranquility and
calm and peace. Watch us from above.
- Swaraja Batra




OUR MANAGING DIRECTOR REFLECTS....

“Joy belongs to those who give and even more to those who give themselves”
(St. John Vianney)

Out of the 80 years that Fr. Orlando Rodrigues
had on this earth, more than 53 were spent
solely in selfless service to mankind. He was
guided by the greatest commandment, “Love
your neighbour as yourself” which Christ gave
to the world and was followed by our Patron
Ven. Fr. Agnelo. Today, as we miss Fr. Orlando’s
physical presence in our midst and pray for his
eternal rest and peace we also reflect upon the
truth that Fr. Orlando was among those who
experienced the true joy of giving oneself to
others.

His vision of building an educational institution
that welcomed students from all sections of
society and catered to their all-round
development, prompted all his thoughts, words
and actions. His visionary zeal, determination,
farsightedness and hard work saw a small
school started in 1982 with 300 students and 9
staff members grow into this vast Technical and
Educational Complex in Vashi, Navi Mumbai.
This complex also houses the Agnel Balbhavan,
which was always very close to Fr. Orlando’s
heart. He tirelessly worked with the boys of
Balbhavan to pave a path of success for them.
Hundreds of children grow in our Balbhavan,
complete their school education and according
to their abilities, go on to make their career in
ITI, Polytechnic, Engineering College and even
management institute.

The most significant outcome of this
phenomenal growth in Navi Mumbai is the
evolution of the “Agnel Family” spirit which
binds thousands of ex-students, teachers,
parents, students, staff members and well-
wishers together with an invisible thread of
shared values and beliefs.

Fr. Orlando’s perception of the school as being
an extension of every home from where the
children came, sowed the seeds for the growth

of this Agnel Family, which has a great
responsibility on its shoulders today. The
responsibility of embracing Fr. Orlando’s larger
vision of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (to see
the World as One Family) and working towards
fulfilling it through everything we do.

The “Agnel Clarion” — our school magazine
brings forth our children’s thoughts, opinions
and creativity in print. | am happy to know that
this year our student editors and their mentors
have started an E-Clarion, in addition. This will
reduce the use of paper, save more trees and
also accommodate and publish more
contributions from our budding writers. | feel
happy to see the positivity with which the new
steps are being taken. Browsing through the
pages of this edition of the magazine, | observe
that our present generation of children are very
conscious of what is happening around them
and are eager to share their views and
perceptions. That is in tune with our schools’
vision of “moulding children into Nation
builders who will make a living, a life and a
difference in our world”.

Looking forward to reading more of what our
youngsters have to say, | once again place on
record, our appreciation for the dedicated team
of student editors, teachers, artists and
compilers who work behind the scene for days
together.
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GOD’S GARDEN

God looked around His garden

And found an empty place.

He then looked down upon the earth
And saw your tired face.

He put his arms around you

And lifted you to rest.

God’s garden must be beautiful

He always takes the best.

He saw your road was getting rough

And the hills were hard to climb,

So He closed your weary eyelids

And whispered “Peace be thine”.

It breaks our hearts father,to lose you
But be sure all of us in spirit are with you.
You have passed on the flame within you
And we shall keep it burning and pass it on too!
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BEWITCHING HOGWARTS

A school of magic, where many hearts lie,
Where portraits talk and dragons fly,
Where black, silken robes sweep the floors,
Spoken passwords, ‘stead of keys unlock
doors.

Where ghosts move about making merry
Organizing their umpteenth anniversary.
With the legendary trio-Harry, Ron

and Hermione,

Stands tall the school of Hogwarts- for
Witchcraft and Wizardry.

You can be brave, loyal, cunning or witty,

A place for you at Hogwarts, will always be.
You can even be coping with the MUDBLOOD
struggle,

Be anything other than a filthy muggle.

On broomsticks young wizards and witches,
Soar up high over the clouds and pitches.
All engrossed in the game of Quidditch,
Until one snatches the golden snitch.

- Leanne Rose, X B

Every meal is a sumptuous affair,

Prepared by the house elves’ love and care.
Here magic is literally in the air,

And normalcy couldn’t be more rare.

The song of the Hat - the efficient Sorter
Will echo in the walls of Hogwarts forever,
And so will the chronicles of Harry Potter,
Which on a scale of 10, scores more than 9
and three quarter.

wa

HEROES

Respect heroes, they say,

And yes, this is true,

We should honour the brave ones,
And be grateful to them too.

The single father, raising his daughter,
Is a hero with a difficult life,

A hero, is also the old man,

Taking care of his bedridden wife.

A teacher is a hero,

Fighting a million battles daily,
A mother is a hero,

Working forever happily.

- Rosita D’mello, XA

The transgender girl,

The couple in love,

The AIDS patient,
Respect, they all deserve.

The ones on the border are heroes,

Laying down their lives without fear,

Their wives, mothers, daughters are heroes,
Waiting every day of the year.

Everyone around us,

Has their own villain to fight,
Respect every kind of hero,
They fight with all their might.
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AGNELITE AMONG PENGUINS

Madhumita Kale, an ex Agnelite, holds the
prestigious position of Chief Veterinarian,
in-charge of the penguins at Jijamata Udyan
popularly known as Byculla Zoo.Intrigued by the
unique profession that she has taken up, we
decided to interview her. Let’s see what she has
to say.

1. Being an alumna of the Massey University,
New Zealand, could you draw a comparison
between the Indian education System and
the education system there.

The Indian system of education is more
reliant on exams. The education system at
Massey University, not only had exams but
also emphasised a lot on assignments,
research and scientific writing.

Until | actually went to New Zealand, | was
never taught how to

- Akshadha Shreeram, IX B

understanding of the subject matter, than
what | could achieve through exams.

Another difference was that, they used to
have a lot of group discussions along with
traditional lectures. We were asked to read
up and do our research about a given topic
and then we had discussions about it. This
helped in learning about the various views
each individual had about the topic and
broadened our perspective.

Our mentors always focused more on
practicals/hands on than theory, which |
think makes a huge difference.

. Could you please acquaint us with the

special feed of these birds?

These birds consume fish. The various types
of fish we provide them with are Bombay
Duck, Eel, Sardines (Tarli),

do research. The
assignments given to
me were usually about
3000-5000 words, and
they were to be
completely worded by
me. No copy paste
from the Internet was
allowed, as they were
very strict about
plagiarism. | realised
that, by doing research
on a particular topic
and then writing an
assignment about it,
gave me a more
detailed and thorough

Mackerel (Bangda),
Anchovies (Mandeli), and
Indian Salmon (Rawas).
Variety is provided
according to its seasonal
| availability. Each penguin
consumes 700-800g of
fish per day. Total amount
consumed by 7 penguins
in a day is about 5-6kg.
Blast frozen fish (Fish
frozen at a factory at -80
degrees Celsius) s
acquired and kept in the
deep freezer at the zoo.

3. How would you




describe your occupation ? Do you think it’s
a life changing opportunity or is it extremely
stressful?

| find my occupation and work extremely
satisfying. In my opinion, the work done by
a Veterinarian is very noble, because they
are helping mute animals. In the Wildlife
Veterinary field,
management of wild animals in captivity is
doubly difficult. That’s because, in the wild,
these animals mask their symptoms, as
being sick and weak, makes them
susceptible to predators.

treatment and

They only show signs of illness during the
last stage, and by that time, it is very difficult
to save them. Therefore, Wildlife veterinary
doctors need to be thoroughly observant of
their animals’ behaviour and activity.

The opportunity of Veterinarian for the
penguins was of course a life changing one.
| had just come back from New Zealand,
after doing my Masters in Veterinary Science
in Wildlife Health. The timing of the
opportunity was perfect and | could apply
whatever | had learnt during my Masters. |
was confident | could really help in taking
care of these birds.

It’s been about a year and half since I'm
working with these birds and they have
become like my babies. So of course, when
one of them falls sick or there is some
abnormality, | worry about them a lot. | see
them day in and day out and they have
become a huge and very important part of
my life.

. Do you have any specific names for the
penguins or any particular way to recognise
them?

Yes. There are 4 females and 3 males. There
are 3 pairs. Donald and Daisy, Mr Molt and
Flipper and Popeye and Olive. The single
female is Bubble.

Since I've been seeing them for quite
sometime now, | can recognise them just by
looking at them.

But otherwise, we have different coloured
flipper bands for them in order to distinguish
them.

You can also recognise them by the spot
pattern on their chest. This patternis unique
for each bird and does not change.

. What gave you the inspiration to pursue

such a unique career?

Since childhood, | always loved animals.
Even as a little kid, | was never scared of
playing with dogs, cats and all sorts of animal
species. So | would say, my love and passion
for animals was my biggest motivation to
become a vet. There was never any
confusion as to what | wanted to do in life.

Wildlife and nature as a whole always
intrigued me. Even before starting vet
school, l used to actively go on bird watching
trips, on safaris to various national parks in
India. India has abundant wildlife, which has
always interested me from the beginning.
During my undergraduate studies, wildlife
medicine was always a subject close to my
heart. | attended several workshops and
trainings on wildlife health such as a leopard
rescue and rehabilitation workshop at a
leopard rescue centre, a wildlife
management at a Katraj zoo, Pune, visit to
Bannerghatta bear rescue centre and
volunteering at Mumbai zoo during my
college days, which increased my interest in




7.

the subject further. (This is
a little off track, but |
would really like to say
that my parents always
encouraged
become a wildlife vet.
Being a wildlife vetin India
is a very very different
profession to choose and
they were always so
supportive of it).

me to

My main aim is to do

something for
conservation of Indian
wildlife. The wildlife

biodiversity that
country has, is amazing
and

our

needs to be
conserved.

circulation and provides
fresh filtered air into the
exhibit. The exhibit is
cleaned twice daily. The pool
is vacuumed everyday. The
penguins’ medications,
regular health checkup and
staff also are expensive. Yes,
this project is high
maintenance. However, all
the above-mentioned
expenses are satisfied by the
entry fees obtained from the
visitors coming to see them.

8. Do you approve
bringing these penguins
away from their natural
habitat?

There is a lot of

Since you’ve studied the

penguins closely, is there any quality you
think that humans could imbibe from the
wonderful creatures?

One thing I've observed over the past year
and half, is that these birds are extremely
intelligent. They’re also very curious and
inquisitive creatures.

The entire artificial habitat has been created
by humans. It must take a lot of care to
maintain it. How are the daily expenses
required for this satisfied?

Yes, there is a huge set up required for these
Humboldt penguins. There is a huge water
filtration and disinfection unit, which filters
water continuously. Further, a Air Handling
Unit (AHU) is installed, which not only
maintains the temperature between 13-14
degrees Celsius, but also regulates air

misconception about zoo
animals. People always think they are
snatched away from their natural habitat
and put in a cage.

But, getting animals from the wild is not
allowed in any zoo. Animals in zoos come
from other zoos through animal exchange
programs.

About these penguins, they have been
bought from Coex aquarium, South Korea.
Their natural habitat is in the South
American regions.

The reason for keeping animals in a zoo is
for conservation, education and research. If
people don’t get to see animals at the zoo,
they wouldn’t know what kind of wild
animals exist. They wouldn’t know what
these animals eat or where they come from.
So the main aim of a zoo is of awareness,

10



without which conservation is impossible.

In the future, in case these birds become
endangered, there needs to be a viable
population in captivity, to save them from
extinction and conserve the species.

. How do you identify when these penguins
are unwell? Also, what is the treatment
given to them at such times?

There are several factors to keep in mind in
order to identify any abnormalities. It
requires keen observation, since wild
animals are known to mask their symptoms
in our presence. We observe their activities
through continuous CCTV surveillance.

The most common signs of illness in
penguins are decreased appetite or no
appetite, vomiting, regurgitation, isolation
from the group, coughing/sneezing,
abnormal stools.

Treatment varies with each case. But we first
try to diagnose what’s wrong with the bird.
Blood tests, X-rays, stool sample analysis
and other diagnostics are carried out.

It is very important to keep them well
hydrated. So we usually give them fluid
orally via a feeding tube along with the
medications. If they are not consuming fish,
we sometimes make fish slurry/paste and
feed them through a stomach tube. Or even
force feed them whole fish.

As | said, each case varies and we go into a
lot of detail in deciding the treatment.

A very important causative factor for illness
is stress in birds.

For this reason, we screen the penguins
regularly. A complete health check is done
every 3 months.

10.Finally, do you recall any memorable

experience from your schooling years at
Agnels? And also what is your message for
Agnelites?

Yes of course! One of the most memorable
experiences | had during my school days was
playing all kinds of sports and being
encouraged for it. | was a lot into sports
during my school days. | played state level
gymnastics, athletics and lawn tennis for
national level. l am so thankful to Fr. Almeida
for encouraging sports along with studies.
It has made such a difference in my life and
definitely has had an impact on my career.

My message for Agnelites would be, always
follow your passion.

| love being a Veterinary doctor and being
at work is always exciting, since | enjoy it so
much.
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MY FAVOURITE CARTOON CHARACTER

My favourite cartoon is Scooby Doo. My
favourite character in this cartoon is Scooby. He
is very funny and he always gets into trouble.
He has many friends like Shagi, Velma, Dainiand
Fred. They always work as a team. Scooby and

- Riddhi Mishra, Il A

Shagi love food. They all are very intelligent.
They all have plans - like 2794 means run away
and 9245 means act like you are a ghost. He is
very playful so | like him a lot.

TINKERBELL

My favourite cartoon character is Tinkerbell.
She is a fairy and she is very smart and pretty.
She lives in Pixie Hollow. She has many friends
like Silver mist, Rosetta, Drubbles and many
more. She has a sister in Winter Blooms. Her
name is Periwinkle. She has snow powers. All

- Akshadha Gupta, Il A

the fairies in Pixie hollow are born from a
periwinkle flower. Do you know that fairies fly
by pixie dust? Fairies are very interesting
creatures so that’s why | like Tinkerbell as she
is a fairy.

HARRY POTTER

My favourite movie character (which | turned
into a cartoon) is Harry Potter. He’s a young
wizard who is also known as the boy who lived
or is the chosen one. He’s known like this
because Lord Voldemont aka the dark lord
couldn’t kill him when he was a little baby, after
all the wizards he killed. I've read all his books
and know some of his spells. Accia-the

- Zack Bangera, Il B

summoning charm Expellianmus - the
disarming charm and many more. | like him
because he’s very brave, quick and smart. I've
even drawn loads of pictures of him, some
cartoon and some real which have turned out
very well. | think that he’s the best in the world
and he’s the greatest wizard ever.

12



ALADDIN AND HIS MAGIC LAMP

One night when | was sleeping | dreamt of
Aladdin and his Magic Lamp. Here the story
begins.

| dreamt that | was Alladin, | took the magic
lamp. | rubbed the lamp. A huge genie came
out.

He granted me a wish. | said my wish was that |
wanted to be the smartest in my class. It
vanished at once. Next day, was Open Day |

- Anushri, Ill D

scored the highest marks. By mistake | rubbed
the lamp and that genie came out again.

He granted me a wish. This time | wanted a new
dress for my uncle’s wedding. He vanished
again. The same day | got a beautiful dress.
Everyone was looking only at me. The last wish
| asked for was that the genie should stay with
me forever!

IF I MET A GENIE,
WHAT 3 WISHES WOULD 1 ASK FOR

| was playing in the garden yesterday and |
found a kettle behind the bush. | showed it to
my mother. She said, “This is just an ordinary
kettle.” After a few days when | rubbed it, a
genie came out and said, “l am Pintu the genie,

- Anushka

I can fulfill three wishes. “I told him, make my
country pollution free and tell the hunters to
not kill animals.”

FRIEND

Friend Oh Friend !!

Lets go out to play,

Making sand castle and houses with clay.
Hand in hand pass the whole day.

With the same ideas and aim.

Dancing like crazy lads.

In the sky raising our hands.

- Aadya Pandya, V E

With love and affection,

In the same section

We swim like dolphins,
Sharing our tiffins

We want to reach the sky,
With each other by our side.




LIFE

- Sai Kiran Durgule, V A

Being hurt only, Then try hard to gain.
Makes you grow. The best lessons are -
The more you fail, Learnt through pain.

The more you know.
When you lose,

NATURE

- Annie Clayton, V C

Nature gives us trees and leaves. Like I spread chutney on the bread.

| love nature more than sweets, Green grass in the gardens grow,
The flowers are white and blue, Where black greedy crows crow
Are beautiful like the sky above you. The water in the rivers flow,

The greenery in the nature spread, like moon in the night sky glows.

FRIENDSHIP

- Swarati Gulve, V C

Friendship is a knot of care, And share our secrets heart to heart.
Where there is love everywhere. We have a very special bond named friendship

Though your friend won’t have anything to  And we promise never to break this

share, relationship.

But for you in her heart there’ll always be care.
We promise each other never to part,

14



Life, What is Life?

Is life for earning money

And thinking about our future?

Or is life to think about the wrong deeds
we have done in our past,

And being sad our whole life?

LIFE

-Jahanvi Lahoti, V D

| was very confused about it,
| asked some people this question...
And | finally got my answer.

No, No, No!
Life is not for thinking

About our past or future.

Life is for enjoying our present!

FRIENDS FOREVER

Make new friends,
But keep the old.
One is silver,

And the other is gold.
A circle is round,

It has no end.

- Richa Pradhan, V D

That’s how long I'll be your friend.
Across the land,

Across the sea.

Friends forever we’ll always be!

LIFE IS CONTINUOUS

Life is a daily routine;

You like it or not,

But its continuous;

Does not end with a full stop.

Life can’t be counted,
You want to know or not;

- Wilbur F, V A

But you should always smile
More than a mile.

There may be many obstacles in your life;
But you should not take it seriously,
Or else you'll fall into a lake of misery.
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A LETTER FROM GOD TO MANKIND

From,
God, Heaven

To,
Humans, Earth

Dear Humans,

It is too late now. And enough is enough. | can
no more bear to watch the horrific sight of
unscrupulous humans fighting, betraying and
killing each other. | decided to write to you
because | wish to have a one to one
conversation with each of you. | have tried hard
enough to stop all the inequalities and injustice
done by the human beings, but lately | have
realized that the answer lies with you, only you
can put a brake to the changing times, but you
must have the will to do so.

From the very creation of the universe | am the
One and the only Omnipotent, the one you
commonly refer to as God and will be so till
eternity. After | started the process of
populating the earth by creating humans, | have
been bestowed with new names and new
entities. After all, change is the law of nature.
Giving me new names also changed the mindset
of the humans on earth as the names also gave
rise to cropping up of new and different
religions. Initially, there were no conflicts
but
discrimination and differentiation started with

because of the religions, slowly
the increase in the number of religions, sects

and sub sects within them. Any conflict can be

- Kalyani lyer, VIII A

resolved amicably but when a person starts
hating someone on the basis of his/her religion,
the only solution is to help that person
understand that all religions preach the same
sermon and ethos. Ego, man’s biggest obstacle
in the path of life, does not allow him to accept
the other religions with open arms and same
concept.

| created humans to maintain peace, harmony
and coexistence on the earth. But you mistook
my goodness as weakness and started to
inculcate a sort of fear psychosis based on
religion, caste, creed and gender which has
poisoned the human mind like some deadly
venom. Until and unless you realise your follies
and start loving and caring for every person as
your own self; the riots and chaos ruling the
earth cannot be contained or put to an end.
Religion, caste, creed — social inequality —
everything is man-made. All these things are
perishable — including the humans. But love is
eternal like me. So, love your neighbours and
every person, even if that person hurts you
knowingly or unknowingly.

As you all believe in the dictum ‘THE WORLD IS
ONE FAMILY’, treat everyone as your own family
member and stay united in bringing up changes
for universal welfare and well-being.

With all the blessings from above, | remain
yours and yours only:
GOD

16



Puzzles are not just fun, but brain stimulation as well. The
SUDOKU puzzle is of numbers. This one is of alphabets. Ensure
that the alphabets “BTXRVF” appear only once in the individual |
boxes, and all the horizontal and vertical lines..... All the

best....get set go.....

i
i«

i:x:{
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This passage is a mirror image .

Place a small hand mirror and read the passage to unlock the answers to

the given questions.

Enjoy the world of mirror writing!!!
1) Who invented the first computer?
2) How much did ENIAC weigh?
3) In which country was ENIC built?

4) In which year was the first computer invented?
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Yadnesh F, VIll A & Geber D’Sa, VIII E
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ELON MUSK IS KNOWN AS
THE REAL LIFE IRON MAN

Elon musk is the CEO of TESLA, THE BORING
COMPANY, SOLARCITY, SPACE X, NEURALINK
and he is also the co-Chairman of OPENAL. A
person thinking way ahead of us. Mr. Musk
might appear weird to some, because of his
thoughts and ideas. Once Musk said that, he
dreams of dying on Mars, indirectly telling us
that he will send humans on Mars before NASA.

Since Pollution is a major problem faced by the
world, Musk opened his own company Solar
city. Another step he took was to produce
electric cars to counter the problem of
depletion of fuels. Mr Musk is a South African
national born in Canada. An American business
magnate, investor, engineer and inventor, he
holds the citizenship of all the three countries.
Mr Musk started out very young, he developed
his own game at the age of 12 and sold it for
$500. Elon Musk applied for a PhD. course in
physics at Stanford University but his dreams
were big and just after two days and he dropped
out of the university to start a business of his
own called ‘Zip 2’ with his brothers. Later he
sold it and co-founded X.com, an online
financial service and e-mail payment company.
Elon Musk then merged it with ‘Paypal’. Later
the company was sold to EBAY and Elon Musk
got his share of $180millon.

REAL LIFE IRON MAN

- Aakas Divakar, XI C

The interesting thing about him is that he
invested the $100million in Space -X, $60millon
in Tesla and remaining $20millon in Solarcity.
Musk went through a difficult time because he
invested all the money he got from the sale of
his company and hence he had to borrow
money to pay the rent of his house. Elon Musk
is of the opinion that human species is meant
to explore the universe and hence he wants to
be the first to step on Mars. To fulfill his dream
he founded Space X. Even after the failure of
Space X Musk gave it a last try and he
succeeded!

Mr Musk also aims to make life sustainable and
to preserve the environment, he founded Solar
city. The technology he is currently working with
is to make solar energy available at home of
every individual easily. We just have to take the
print out of the panel from our computer and
paste it on some specific device and its ready
to use. Tesla Motors manufacture electric cars.
One more very successful attempt of Elon Musk
to tackle the problem of fossil fuels. The
interesting thing about it is that Elon Musk
claims that he would provide free charging for
the cars at Tesla charging points everywhere!

Elon Musk recently introduced a new way of
transportation, ‘HYPERLOOP’. A Hyperloop is a
fast mode of transportation with speed of
1200km/hr in 35min which is way faster than
an aeroplane. The Tesla and Space X team are
together working on this project. Moreover it
is cheaper than high speed trains,such as the
bullet train. Elon Musk is a man who is not only
thinking about his own business but also a way
to save human race and to develop it, with
minimum harm or no harm to the Environment.
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SORRY...........YES | AM SORRY..........

Sorry I’'m not perfect
Yes you have many
things you can work
on.

But never apologize
for not being perfect.

You're not perfect,
I’'m not perfect,
Because perfection does not exist.

You are beautiful the way you are

and that’s already amazing, work on yourself.
But don’t be obsessed with the non- existent
idea of perfection.

SORRY I'm not gorgeous

Yes you are gorgeous.

You are gorgeous even if you

have not a certain hair colour, eye colour,
body size or race.

Beauty lies within everyone.

You are gorgeous because you are you.

And you need to open your eyes

and see your beauty that everyone else sees.

SORRY I'm not good enough for you

Yes you are good enough for me.

But you don’t have to be good enough for
everyone.

If people can’t appreciate you for who you
are

then you shouldn’t be wasting your time on
them.

Spend time taking care of yourself, rather than
spending time trying to convince yourself
that you are just not good enough.

- Almaz Furtado, VIl E

SORRY I'm not funny

You are not here to be a comedian.

You can express yourself through different
things, not just humour.

You are allowed to be anyone you want,
don’t fake a smile because you feel like you
have to.

Smile and laugh anytime you want to.

SORRY I'm depressed

Don’t apologize for something that you can’t
control.

It’s not your fault. It’s just an irrational
feeling, nothing to feel bad about because
that’s how you feel.

But don’t use a permanent solution to a
temporary problem.

You are more than your depression.

Just because you feel depressed or are
diagnosed with depression doesn’t make you
any less of a worthy person.

SORRY I'm me

Don’t apologize for being yourself.

You are you and that’s the most amazing
thing ever.

Yes, you are not perfect but you are
imperfectly beautiful.

It’s not shameful to be yourself.

Be yourself unapologetically. Love yourself
unapologetically.
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MONSTER LAND

It was a hot spring summer morning as | woke
up with a big yawn!!l That morning was so hot
that | was sweating terribly. Everything was fine
but suddenly it all changed, | felt somebody was
licking my toes; and there, it was a stinky puppy
licking my toes with its acidic saliva. “Yuck! it’s
dirty,”” saying this, | pounced on my bed. After
few seconds again | felt something crawling on
my hand, and there | found a spider which
seemed to be poisonous because of his blue
claws. It was crawling on my hand, stinging its
sharp claws in my skin. | took the TV remote
and started hitting it with whatever force | had.
After many hits, finally that spider went off my
hands. | was thinking why and where the
creatures had come from??? Suddenly | found
someone knocking the door of my room. As |
opened the door to see who it was, | saw a big
eight tentacled monster wishing me Good
morning!..

| ran out of my house wearing my night suit,
and there | saw a scene which could only be
dreamt. The whole New York town had changed
into a monster land. There were all types of
monsters roaming in the town. Many had
bicycles whereas some had cars. | could never
imagine that even monsters could drive
vehicles. After seeing many ugly monsters, |
heard a loud voice which seemed to call me. At
first | could not recognize the person who called
me, but when | saw the friendship band on his
hand, | remembered he was Jake, my class mate
and my best friend.

| remembered that the only person whom | gave

- Shlok Sharma, VII C

a band on friendship day was Jake. But the most
shocking thing was that he too had turned into
amonster. | was frightened, as | left Jake behind
and walked ahead curiously to see who all had
changed into a monster. | found my aunt Mary
had changed into a lion headed snake, my friend
Gary into a big elephant with a giraffe neck, and
my class mate Harry into a two headed hairy
snake. Can you believe a snake with hair on its
body? It was all so scary. As | was roaming
around the city | found a big monster running
towards me. | ran as fast as could and lo! | fell
into a big manhole......a never ending manhole.

It wasn’t a manhole, it was a monster hole. |
went deep into the monster hole. | started
crying loudly....... and then I realized....I am alive
in this monster world surrounded by creatures
of all kind, creatures who make this world what

it is.

“MoNgTER
LAND™
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MY JOURNEY ABOVE THE CLOUDS AND
UNDER THE WATER

- Radhika Shete, VIII C

| sat up one night,
Looking at the night sky.
It’s a different view everyday,
| was curious to know why.

| observed it everyday,

There was no end to my interest.
This large group of shining stars,
Looks like a never ending nest.
With these million stars in the sky,
There are various shapes you can make.
Some think of tiger, some of bear,
The easiest one being the snake.

As brightest of all sets,

Millions of stars arise.

This is truly Gods gift,
Which isn’t worth any price

It was a sunny October morning when my
brother announced that the amphi glider [it can
take you in the sky as well as underwater] was
ready. Now | could travel over the clouds and
under the water. | often wonder, from where
directors of Disney channel get the ideas for
movies like Tinkerbell and Ariel. | would just
look up at the sky and wonder what lay in the
clouds. These questions brought me to the
conclusion that there were Pixies. The amphi
glider ride was my only chance to find out what
was actually there above the clouds. My
enthusiasm soared as we took off.

Soon, we were at my desired destination.
Peeping outside a big window, | saw a beautiful

sight in front of my eyes. | forgot all about the
pixies and fairies and was amazed by the
wonderful scene. | could see endless white beds
of soft clouds. The place was so serene, it urged
us to stay for some more time. Suddenly we
heard a loud noise “Fee, fie, fo, fum.” On looking
around, we saw a huge palace on a cloud. It
was a lavishly ornate palace. Bigger than one
could ever imagine, similar to the one that | had
seen in the book: Jack and the Beanstalk. We
went around it in our amphi glider and
continued our journey before the giant could
smell our blood [in case there was one in the
palace]

I was dejected as | didn’t come across any fairies
or pixies. So for our next destination, | had no
such notions, but was hoping to see something
special down there.

Our amphi glider turned into a submarine. It
took us for a ride under the water. We were
spellbound looking at the variety of vividly
colored fish, just a few feet under the surface
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of water. Unlike the regal and serene
atmosphere of the world above the clouds, this
place was vibrantly teeming with life all over.
We could see a school of beautifully coloured
pinstriped fish passing by. The bright corals
along with sea weeds providing hiding places
to a variety of fish added to the myriad hues of
the deep sea water. | jumped with joy on
spotting Nemo.... the clownfish. We lost track
of time looking at the beautiful sights around

us. As we went further ahead, we saw bigger
species of fish like the shark. We were scared
when a huge whale cast a shadow on our amphi
glider and nudged it. It started shaking. | was
terrified. The shaking intensified.
Hmmmm...time to return back to land I
thought.

My journey above the clouds and under the
water......... a fascinating one indeed.

We live our lives,we learn to love,
And are granted dreams from above.

With talent squandered, forgotten dreams,
The world is a scary place, it seems.

For people don’t always learn to fly.
They lose their dreams,let them die.
Their favourite things, they do the best,
Are lost,forgotten,laid to rest.

From those we can all learn to keep
Our treasures near, not buried deep.

If you love music, learn to play.

Or if its art draw each day.
Whatever you have dreamed to do,
Once its found keep it with you.

The world will look so bright,
If you just keep your dreams in sight.

LIVE YOUR DREAM

After birth,we all are hurled,Into an ever charming world.

But as we grow, we learn to see,We're living in reality.

- Radhika Shete, VIII C
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| AM NOBODY'’S PRINCESS !!

Princess. What comes to your mind when you
hear the word princess? A rich, beautiful,
elegant, graceful girl, right?? But along with that
weak, dependent, spoilt, always waiting to
meet that one man who will make her
unfortunate life complete. Basically, (to me)
intolerable. Couldn’t Cinderella be bold enough
to stand up to her torturous stepmother instead
of being her helpless slave? Why did Aerial
sacrifice her beautiful voice just to meet some
silly prince? Why couldn’t she ask the prince to
come and meet her in the ocean instead? What
if Sleeping Beauty’s prince had never come to
meet her? These Disney princesses portray
exactly what a girl shouldn’t be — dependent,
fickle, faint hearted and always doing what
people ask.

I know what you’ll say. “Hey, chill. It’s just
fiction.” | agree, but what about the minds of
those little girls that have been brainwashed
into thinking that they should always be thin,
sweet, obedient and beautiful. Basically, fit into
the society’s image of perfect little girls
(princesses). Any girl who’s not thin, not
beautiful, is carefree or has her own opinion
and view is termed as ‘disrespectful’, ‘shameful’,
‘a bad girl’ or ‘a tomboy’.

It’s not only girls who carry the burden of
leading ‘a perfect fairy tale life’ but also boys.
They always have to be brave, be strong in the
toughest of situations and never shed a tear.
Have you ever read about a ‘prince’ crying? And
if they do, they are termed ‘cry-babies’ or
‘nancy-boys’.

- Sanika Deshmukh, VII C

As both the guys and the girls are suffering, |
thought of giving them new role models.
Goddesses. Indian Goddesses. Indian
Goddesses are completely opposite of these
princesses. They are strong, fiercely
independent, smart and do not wait for
anybody to come and save them. Indian
Goddesses are the epitome of power. They are

the women every girl must look up to.

My first chosen Goddess is Kali. She is fierce,
powerful and fearless. This dusky beauty can
slay any demon in her way and proudly flaunts
her dark complexion. So don’t think that dark
isn’t beautiful. Girls should learn from Kali to
be fearless and to stand up to anybody who
troubles them. My next nominee is Sarasvati —
goddess of wisdom, music and learning.
Intelligence and tranquillity emanates from
every pore of her skin. | suggest all my girls to
at least try to be like her — smart, confident and
self-composed.Number three is Durga -
Goddess of justice and protector of all that is
good and harmonious in the world. Girls, lets
learn from her to protect our beautiful world
in our own way.

There you are, | roasted the princesses and gave
you new role models to look up to. Aren’t
Goddesses better than princesses? Girls, be
strong, fierce, undefeatable, independent and
don’t ever let anybody pull you down. So don’t
be a princess, BE THE GODDESS.
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“EXPERIENCING ‘PETRICHOR,
THE PLEASANT FRAGRANCE OF THE EARTH
AFTER THE POUR”

Evenings those days were monotonous.
Routinely, | sat by my room window, to write
stuff down. | put my imagination to use, but to
no avail as | could not figure out how to fill my
empty page. As my gaze drifted towards the
view outside the window, | took notice of the

‘monsoon diaries’ there.

It did not rain cats and dogs, despite the dark
thundering clouds. Kids danced as it drizzled
from the heaven above. Trees swayed along
with the chilling winds. Toads croaked in
harmony to welcome the first shower of the
year. | sipped on my dark coffee, engrossed in
the vista outside. Caffeine helped me think.
Then | sniffed something familiar and put my
mug down on the sill. It was ‘Petrichor’ - the
heavenly fragrance of the wet Earth, after the
first pour. linhaled deeply and shut my eyelids.
The fragrance felt so alluring and soothing. The
present seemed to slip away. Serenity
conquered my mind. The malcontent present
in my heart melted away, all at once. My head,
suddenly, felt light weight - as if a big burden
had been lifted. | was left mesmerized as the

gratifying memories arose in my head. |

- Daljeet Kaur, X C

stretched out my arms wide and experienced
‘freedom’ - freedom from all the tribulation in
my brain. | felt effervescent as my mind became
clearer and clearer. | got familiar with inner

peace like never before.

| gradually opened my eyes. My coffee once hot,
lay cold. Oreos had moistened. | recalled my
experience of ‘nature at its best’. And
eventually, | felt content to write. Comforting
myself on the armchair, | wrote this very prose,
on my acquaintance with the paradisiac

Petrichor.
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RAIN RAIN GO AWAY...
COME AGAIN ANOTHER DAY !

Looking at the deluge on the 29" of August
2017, Tuesday everyone must have said their
prayers. The agony & plight faced by the
Mumbaikars due to heavy rains, choking of
drains, water logging everywhere and few
people losing their life was frightening and

unreasonable.

There are many reasons for the CITY THAT
NEVER SLEEPS, coming to a virtual halt. Mumbai
our commercial capital had to reel under
tremendous pressure on that day. People
panicked. Offices were left early. Schools were
asked to close early. Public transport increased
frequency so that commuters could reach home
safely. But the rainfall was so heavy that entire

city came to a halt.

- Rohan Kapoor, VI E

There are many reasons why the city did not
function smoothly on the above said day. The
city is rapidly moving towards urbanisation.
Everywhere construction is going on, concrete
jungle is spreading, leading to very few places
be

Unfortunately our drainage system is age old.

where the water can absorbed.
Sewage and excess rain water both get carried
in the same drains leading to polluted water.
We need to have separate systems for carrying
sewage & excess rain water. We should avoid
littering the roads with plastic as it chokes the
drainage system. It is our duty to segregate Wet

& Dry garbage.

With no plans in mind, we are moving ahead to
accommodate the growing population. The city
is getting cramped day by day leading to a
number of diseases, all types of pollution and
unemployment. We need to seriously consider

saving our green lungs i.e. Nature.

If soon some concrete steps are not taken, then
the whole city will crack under pressure leading

to many more tragedies, like that of 26/7.
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AREN’T WE A FUN LOT TO BE WITH ?

- Janhavi Gangawane, VIIl A & Shalomee Moreshwar, VIl D

School is an amazing place to be in especially
when we have friends who belong to one of
the leagues mentioned below.

The Brainy: “Oh my God, I’'m going to fail! What
do I do now?” Though after the exam, they will
definitely declare - Yipeeeee it’s a 98%!

Well, we’ve all come across this brainy lot, who
talk about failing but end up being the toppers
of the class! Completing work on time, getting
excellent marks in not

The Non-stoppers: There are some students
who love to talk and talk and talk and
talllllllkkkkkkkk. Is this ever going to stop

top|cs to talk about. These friends, in every
corner you will definitely find. That
includes......me too.....he hehe !l

The Back Benchers: Aha! This indeed is the best
group of students in class. Some of the best
memories are made by

just one ortwo but.....oh
Lord! in all subjects....
isn’t it crazy. Adorned
with this weapon, they
become the apple of the
eye of everyone!

The Timers:
8...7...6...5...4...3...2
1

coPy CATSIL

4

JEN

LOL!!LMADJ!

J"
oy

Recess! The timers have
always saved our day by
telling us how many
minutes to go to the

HUNGER
QAMES’”

the ‘back bencher group’.

They always want to sit
on the last benches and
have fun, crack jokes, eat
in class and annoy the
ones who are really trying
to concentrate!

SLEEPING

BEAUTY!

The Singers: These are
the most annoying ones
for without any rhythm or
any tune or any
knowledge of music we
have them singing or
humming all the time no

most awaited time of
the day.

The Entertainers: They make sure that there is
no dull moment in class. From wise cracks to
innocent faces when caught by the teacher to
making everyone burst into laughter during
serious moments in class; they deserve the
Oscars for this.

The Copy Cats: “Hey! What'’s the first answer?
Show me! Second one? Just tilt your book a
little...” I’'m sure we all have had this kind of a
partner to sit with for an entire week or worse
still.....a month! Lord thank you for bestowing
me with oodles of patience.

matter which class is
going on. To add on to the irritation, they keep
Can you

The Nonchalant Ones: “Hey, Maths test right?
Oh...oh remembered in the bus” no matter
what, they are the happy-go-lucky ones. Just
10 marks less....so what.... | managed to get just
10 marks....and | think that’s not bad at all....

A never ending list of my dear friends at school!
Let me stop here. You may come across many
more and it is but obvious you may have
another long list too!
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EVOLUTION

It’s been millions of years since we evolved from
apes into what we are now, at this stage —
humans, considerably at the top of the food
chain. Maybe after thousands of years, there
will be a new us. Maybe we are in the process
of evolving or might have even reached our
peak. We still can’t predict what lies next. But
isn’t it wonderful to imagine what might

happen to us.............

MERMEN: ......The heavy rains in Mumbai, Hong
Kong and Hudson. Scientists have predicted that
there will be a huge rise in water levels of the
seas in the future. So | feel it might just happen,
that we may develop webbed feet and hands
which will help us swim faster. We might get
bigger jaws and our appendix will be in use once
again. Sharper teeth will help us eat raw meat
as there will be no fire. Our lungs will become
compatible to water and our nose will vanish

to form gills near the throat.

YETI: Increase in global warming may lead to
the second ice age. It might become extremely

cold all over the globe. This will increase the

- Ojas Joshi, VIl E

amount of body hair because of which we will
look like gorillas with a larger brain. The size of
our chest will expand with a larger set of lungs
to take in more oxygen. Our overall body size

might increase to produce more body heat.

ULTRA BEINGS: Do you know the fact that we
use only 1% of our brain? It is still unclear what
we could do if we use 100% of our brain. If at
all we are able to use 100% of our brain, we
could do awesome things. If this will be our next
evolution, we can be the ones they call time
travellers. Virtual reality will become a reality.
We will be able to generate more super animals
by just clicking a button. We could generate the
first live Pokemon in this world with just our
brain. Instead of using mobile phones, we could
send messages to others by brain waves. We
will be living in a real world where the laws of

Physics are non-existent.

A probability of what might happen to

Aig
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2030!11H11..........1S IT POSSIBLE ?

Someone lifted me up and made me stand. He
splashed water on my face and | woke up. To
my surprise, | found that | was woken by
something not someone, not my mother. It was
a robot whose face resembled a human face.
“Good morning madam,” said the robot. |
looked around flabbergasted. This was not the
room where | had slept yesterday. Or was it
even yesterday?

Lying around me were gadgets | had never even
dreamt of. An automated cooking machine, a
robot as my personal assistant, walls, fans and
lights responding to my commands. This surely
was not possible. What was happening to me?
Was | dreaming? | pinched myself for
reassurance only to find out that | was not

dreaming.

| looked around oh! What a relief ......The
calendar showed; 19" December.......oh my

informs, “2017 blown...2017 blown....2017
blown.” All the people living in 2017 were dead
due to a worldwide occurrence of natural
calamities. | was the only survivor. They brought
me here into another dimension which was not
discovered back in 2017. “What! Are you
serious?” was my only response. | was
heartbroken.

I went out of the house to check the places.

remembered those faces.....those faces...yes |
knew them. Mrs. Sen, my neighbour.....her
but a robot’s body. My

face.... yes..

- Janhavi Gangawane, Vil A

classmates....Sunaina, Eshira, Shalomee, Parth,
Vansh......their faces but a robot’s body.......My
head was reeling ......
faces of the people who | knew. That’s when it
clicked me......
of my brother.......he hehe !l my brother ‘MY
PERSONAL ASSISTANT'. | returned home and

saw a robot placing a MEAL TABLET for me. The

to be a robot ...I cant hug this machine....she
can’t hug me......I am crying....but she walks
away....not a word of comfort......not a word of
care........

| just looked away. The gadgets, Oh the gadgets!
They were a sight so mesmerizing. | saw a
gadget on which you have to stand and within
seconds you could travel to places miles
away. Here going to outer space was a part of
the daily routine. The list of the gadgets | saw
was never-ending.

At last | saw a time machine. | set the time to
2017 and saw all the destruction that had
happened. That destruction had happened
because of you and me, because of our
carelessness towards the conservation of
nature. With a heavy heart | went to sleep. To
my surprise, when | woke up, | found myself in
the room where | had slept in 2017. | was
astounded. 2030- was it a dream? A time
travel? Or whatwasit? Anyway, | have decided
to try my best to be nature-friendly. You should
also do the same.
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GANPATI TALKS

Ganpati Bappa Morya; Mangal Murti
Morya........... says everybody who prays in front
of me. Yes, | am Lord Ganesha, the Elephant

God.

| come to visit the people every year. This year,
| came for seven days with my mother-Goddess
Gauri to a small house in Vashi. A family of 4
selected me and | got a small I-card to show
that | was booked. | faintly remember that
somebody moulded and painted me and | took
a ride on a sleek pink scooty to a hall. All
through the short ride | experienced honking

and heavy traffic.

Then the day arrived when 3 boys came and
took me to their house chanting ‘Ganpati Bappa

Morya’. 2 ladies and 2 cute kids were waiting

- Saloni Parab, VI D

to welcome me. A stout lady was instructing
everybody about the Do’s and Don’t’s of
performing the pooja for me. | liked the flower
decoration and my special seat where | would
be for the next seven days. Everyday | would
be offered Modaks and delicious dishes. Aarti
and Bhajans would be sung and people would

sit together and enjoy delicious meals.

On the fourth day Goddess Gauri (my mother)
arrived at their house. We used to wink at each
other and share a smile when some people
spoke too much about how religious they were.
Anyway, such humorous talks happen every
year and the fun part is that every year people
forget all the rituals and seek forgiveness for
the mistakes done by them. This year, | could
sense the helplessness of man when they got
stuck in the heavy rains. But you know, such
incidents bring mankind together. At such times,
the spirit of Mumbaikars can be seen. The day
of Visarjan brought tears in everybody’s eyes
as | was going to be immersed. A little kid of
the house said, ‘Ganpati Bappa will go for a

swim!’

I am always there around in some form or the
other, keeping a watch on all, smiling and giving

blessings.
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FUTURISTIC MACHINES

Leonardo-Da-Vinci dreamt of the possibility of
a flying object for humans and it’s after 3 to 4
centuries that we may actually have a flying
machine. Well here we have young friends
thinking of some futuristic machines which
just might be a possibility.........

PhysaChip

G'I-r.hm-lhﬂﬂﬂ .
“:'ﬂ

%

The PhysaChip is a compact 2 inch badge which
has been created with help of cutting edge
technology. When fitted to your shirt, it can
harness the kinetic energy which your body
produces just by walking or by any movement
of muscles. This energy is then converted into
electricity and is stored in the memory storage
unit inside the chip. The energy to charge 17
phones will be generated just by walking for an
hour. The PhysaChip includes a micro USB and
a flash charger to charge your phone on the go.
Wait that’s not all it can do. It can also run an
average house for about 7 hours, when fully
powered up, only when attached to the man
power outlet.

- Hrithik Rao, VIl C

Timeport Watches

TwERaQT TA.KEG
YU THERE: FoR
LADIES ; Kibs AND
GENTS»

It’s time to end the era of cars, trains, buses
and other means of transport. This device will
ensure that you are never late to school or
office or any place that you have set the time
for. Timeport watches will be constructed with
chromosapphire stones in it, instead of the
regular quartz crystal. These mystical stones
have time travelling powers with which we can
go back or ahead in time. The teleportation
works with the help of subatomic transfer
mechanisms. They will convert our body into
billions of light particles and transport us. It will
have voice control features as well.

- Vishnu Warrier, VIl B
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Automatic pen

Children who have difficulty in writing can now
vocalise their thoughts aloud and the automatic
pen will write them instantly on paper. The pen
will be sensitive to the pitch, tone and
vibrations of sound created by the vocal chords.
It consists of a pencil combined with a pen. This
pen can create any type of writing according to
the child’s wish. It will follow all instructions
given by the child. For example, if a child
commands that a particular word or sentence
has to be underlined with a particular colour,
the pen will sense the command and do the
needful. If the child says, ‘a paint brush,” then
this pen will turn into a paintbrush. So the child
will be able to paint any picture of his/her
choice with the help of his/her commands.

- Geber De Sa, VIl E

Multi- tasking recliners:

Tg. Ned omR,
LF1E You 0P MR.
Toce Qome ReaT,

e 1T Mpesaces Yoor HAND.
ORDeRs oR Yok ENGER TIPR,
PAp Wokk 15 DONE 1w A MINUTE,

LNE UkE Kme
R e\;mmﬂm&ll

With this device all you need to do is sit back
and relax. An automated Al drone fixed inside
a super cushion and super soft, leather bound
recliner is hard to resist. This device has a
handful of functions..... like massaging the head
, limbs, hands, taking you wherever you want
It has a built in

levitation device that keeps you afloat in the

to go...no walking at all,.

air. Moving around was never so simple.
- Yadnesh Firke, Vil A

Neural Gamology:

Here is the future with neural gamology. It is
only your brain that functions while using this
gaming system. This is a hi-tech headband. The
motherboard will connect the electric currents
in your brain, to access your thoughts and
convert them into your actions in the game. It
will have an auto cool down function for the
safety of hard core gamers who will play for
hours. Don’t just play the game, live it.

- Kindeep Malhi, VIll D
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GST

At the stroke of the midnight hour when the
world slept India awoke to economic growth,
stability and an ominous ‘Mitron’. GST that is
Goods and Sales Tax has brought about a
revolution, while leaving many profoundly
perplexed. So, we are here to crack the GST
CODE and find out how good, the good and
simple tax really is.

GST came into force on

- Vivek Nair & Pranav Chavre, IX A

electricity and petroleum being major factors
influencing economy,are exempted from the
remarkably long list of taxable items. Daily
necessities like milk, meat, curd and cereals are
also exempted. One of the best features of GST
is the fact that necessities such as medicines,
cars for the differently abled have become
cheaper. Good news for movie goers: tax on
tickets has also reduced by 7%. The bad news is

that the tax on aerated

the 1% of July 2017,
though it has been doing
the of the
parliament since the
P.V. Narasimha
government was
power, back in 1999.
The question however is
that now that GST is in
the spotlight what are
the changes that will
take place.

rounds

Rao
in

GST is, in layman’s

drinks, Wi-Fi, banking
services has gone up.
Also on this list are
biscuits, wristwatches,
butter and even an
essential for human
survival - TELEVISION.

GST is however, the next
big step in reducing
corruption, after the
small insignificant event
called demonetization

terms, a replacement

for all the taxes we have been paying until now.
Asingle big tax instead of a hundred small ones.
The tax rates on a particular product or service
can be 0, 5,12,18 or even 28 percent. For
example, the new tax on eating out is 18%. So,
if something costs 100 rupees [the math is
pretty complicated so follow this closely] it will
cost 100+18=118 rupees, after adding the GST.

GST’s main objective is to help emerging
startups thus give
entrepreneurship. In this new scheme,

and a boost to

[that was sarcasm]. The
problem is that many items like small cars,
travel etc. are in the 28% bracket. The idea is
that by increasing taxes the government will
receive a greater income which can be used to
provide better civic amenities and better
defence equipment.

All in all, GST is still a work in progress. It has
tremendous benefits but also some flaws. Only
time will tell whether this is a great idea or a
huge mistake. Until then try not to pass out
when you get your GST return form!
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A VISIT TO THE DENTIST

| love visiting places, makes me feel refreshed
and happy. However, some places are the places
where Satan himself resides. For instance,
Dentist’s clinic. An exorcism would be
unnecessary because the ghost will just run for
dear life seeing the weapons of destruction
beside the death chair in the clinic.

See, | use teeth to crush my beautiful food. They
are tiny and innocent. WHY do you want to put
the entire stash of weapons used in the world
war inside them?

You know how they say “children’s dentists”?
Let me tell you what they

- Anushka Dey, X B

Finally, your turn. It’s like entering the arena
for the Hunger Games. Except, this arena is
completely and | mean COMPLETELY white. The
walls, the floor, the x- ray screen, the chair of
death, the tools that look like wolverines blades,
even the dentist looks like a bride in all white.
Talk about whitewashing. So this bride...
err...dentist leads me to the death chair with
the mocking smile on his face again. | sit, and
then the extraction of my tooth begins. First is
that horrible spoon/mirror/hockey stick that’s
just reflecting light into my eyes as if they

weren’t already blinded by the

mean. Its basically the same
process, same weapons, same
everything....except when you
enter, your eyes will explode
with all the posters that show
big, white, sparkly teeth with
SMILEY FACES holding a
toothbrush instead of the
horrible before and after
pictures of a man who hasn’t
brushed since the time of
Adam and Eve.

The moment | turned 13, my
parents took me to the adult

white light straight above.
That metal hits my tooth and
makes me cringe away to
heaven. Then Comes The Soul
sucker. You know, that suction
thingy. That goes into my
mouth, takes away the blood
from my gums, my body, all
the oxygen and also my skin.
WHY ARE YOU VACCUM
CLEANING MY TEETH? That'’s
not even the worst part! After
they have sucked out my soul
and dehydrated me, they
unleash all the water from the

dentist’s clinic. That, my

friends, is a pit in the fiery depths of hell. Oh
guess what? More smiley faces! Except that
these are smiles of perfect, pearl like teeth and
a family showing off for a toothpaste
advertisement. Giving false hope to children
since 1828. And you have to wait outside
looking at all these smiles giving you false hope
before your demise inside.

seven seas to “flush” my
mouth. Finding Nemo could be filmed in my
mouth, for God’s sake. Then comes the
x-ray tool thing and all of the biology of my teeth
are in HD on the huge WHITE screen. Then the
dentist proceeds to “fill in” my cavities. So there
about thirty other tools proceed for
construction work in my mouth with their
drillers and cement and godzilla sized needles.
I’'m sitting there looking like Davy Jones and the
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light is blinding my eyes and my jaws are about
to be ripped open and the dentist gives that
smile again!!! He tells you “tell me when you
need to stop by showing your hand” | show my
hand, | wave it, | do the Harlem shake with it
looking like a traffic police and he refuses to
pay a shred of attention. And the gloves. The
icky sticky gloves. Guess their colour? Correct.
They stick to the inside of my cheeks, my
tongue, everywhere. The last nail in the coffin
is the drilling machine. That drilling machine is
made for the ground, not my teeth. That sound.
Oh lord. I would rather eat pineapple pizza than
hear that sound. After | turn 70 years old, he
stops and now that cement thing is in my teeth

and he places a cotton on top and asks me to
CLOSE my mouth. Great. First open it like a
yawning whale for two hours and then just snap
it shut for another three. | can’t even feel if my
mouth is closed or open or even there anymore.

Once the torture is over and I've paid for my
sins, | walk out and see those posters again.
Luckily my eyes are blinded by the light that was
shining on top of me in all its glory and the
WHITE everywhere, so | go home blind, without
a jaw and my teeth in a stretcher.

Happy dentist visiting and may the odds be ever
in your favour :)

ADDICTION

Looking at a bunch of teenagers smoking and
drinking is the most unpleasant sight. It’s scary
too, because they are the future of our country.
They are the ones who will mould our country
and transform it in the years to come. Who
would like a leader who is drunk and
irresponsible?

Addiction makes people forget the reality and
they get drowned into an imaginary world of
their own. The drugs, the drinks, and the
cigarettes have intoxicated the minds of the
youth. Consequently they have lost control of
their mind and are unable to take rational
decisions. The mind that had a hold over
everything has to now bow down before

- Devanshi Dsouza, XI C

some mere quantities of powder and liquid.
Some call them power boosters but they create
a fake world. You feel high only to realize later
that you have fallen so low that it would prove
difficult for you to stand up again.

| say why not refuse with a firm NO. Lives have
been destroyed, dreams have been broken, and
hopes have been shattered just because of one
wrong step taken.

The inner voice of every individual tells them
the difference between right and wrong. It’s up
to the person to trust his/her right instincts
and shape his/her path in life. Everything is a
choice. It’s up to us to make the right choice
and have an unbreakable spirit to resist
addictions. Safeguard yourself by holding on to
your values and focus on the treasure of life.
Enjoy the present without allowing it to ruin
your future. You are the one responsible for
your life, As William Ernest Henley wrote:

‘I am the master of my fate; | am the captain of
my soul.
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THE MUSIC OF MY SOUL

- Sujata Biswas, XI A

I was only 3 years old
when | first stepped into
an environment where
everyone in my family
communicated with each
other in the language of
music. As a kid | never
understood why it was so
important for me to learn
music but my mother was
quite passionate about it.
She wanted me to go
ahead and learn the

language of the Soul. |

trained in music for about

as a therapy for me....it

sustained my soul!

So, | started practising
again, without rejoining
classes as | couldn’t take
time out to go to my
teacher to practise music.
| realised my devotion,
and strong connection
with music and more
importantly the
connection to my soul. |

started feeling happy

again.

- Vaishnav, XI C

11 years just to respect

my Mother’s decision. Through all those 11
years, | won several prizes and passed with a
distinction in all my music tests. | still couldn’t
understand the importance of music in my life
neither did | recognise my talent until | stopped
going for classes because of my increasing

studies.

I was happy that | didn’t have to go for the
classes anymore just to make my mother happy.
A couple of months after that, | had completely
changed from a jolly and a happy-go-lucky
person, to a girl who was always depressed. It

was only then | realised that music was working

| realised it late but, now
it’s quite clear to me what music means to me.
Expressing my feelings is easier now. Nothing
can be a better stress buster for me. l am not a
shy and unsure little girl anymore.... | relish the
new found confidence when people want to
listen to my songs now. What has helped me
build this confidence? The answer is possibly
my strength...my music, which was once my
greatest headache. It is impossible for me to

now stay away from music.

Remaining happy feels so much easier now!
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MOVIE REVIEW -
KATYAR KALJAT GHUSLI : [One of a kind]

Music knows no boundaries. It transcends
religions and nations. Katyar Kaljat Ghusli
conveys this message in a wonderful way. It is a
JUGALBANDI of melody, a story of arrogance
versus innocence and indeed a musical
masterpiece. It has a simple plot with a hint of
intense drama where jealousy, betrayal and
ambition are the key emotions. The film is
based on a very popular 1960’s musical by the
same name and is written by Purushottam
Darvhekar. While the main plot of the film
revolves around the rise and fall of an artist due
to ego, it also tells us that art is immortal and
cannot be controlled or ruled by anyone. It has
earned many accolades from the audience and
has also been nominated for UNESCO’s Fellini
award.

It was great to see one of the most soulful
singers, Shankar Mahadevan make his acting
debut with his subtle yet
As Panditji,

beautifully. What do we say about the

impressive
performance. he emotes
extremely talented actor Sachin Pilgaonkar? He
perfects the roller coaster ride of emotions
Khansahab goes through, effortlessly. | don’t
think any other actor could have done justice
to this character as brilliantly as Sachin did.
Subodh Bhave has also done perfect justice to
his two roles, that of an actor and the director
of the film. It was a delight to watch him act.

- Madhura Chatuphule, IX B

The ensemble cast mainly consisting of Amrita
Khanvilkar, Mrunmayee Deshpande, Sakshi
Tanwar and others was marvelous. The movie
was so interesting that no audience member
was seen checking the mobile or getting up
from his seat. Apart from the cast, the other
hero of this film is music. The album has
seventeen tracks composed by Pandit Jitendra
Abhisheki and Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy. Since the
film is a musical, songs play a vital role and each
of them do perfect justice to the setting and
flow of the film. Rahul Deshpande as the voice
of Khansahab and Mahesh Kale as the voice of
Sadashiv - both create magic with their talent.
The fantastic musical compositions have made
the film unique.

Excellent dialogues are another noteworthy
aspect of this film.

Very few films have the power to make you
speechless. If you are looking forward for a
visual definition of a cinematic treat, this is it...
The film creates a strong impact with its
impressive cast,mesmerizing performances,
delightful music and an incredible presentation.
It is a film which will remain in your heart
forever. | will call it a piece of art that will
enlighten, educate, inspire and yes...will teach
you fresh lessons with every watching.
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PARSIS -
THE SUGAR THAT SWEETENS THE MILK

Different colours together make up a rainbow.
India is like a rainbow where one colour is
meaningless without the other. It is home to
Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Parsis, Jews,
Buddhists etc. For years people of diverse faiths
have co-existed peacefully in India. One of these
is a religion called Zoroastrianism. Parsi is one
of the two Zoroastrian communities, the other
being Iranis.

- Urzaan B. Vachha, IX B

sure you convince them to bring chicken farcha,
dhansak, patranimachhi, Salimurgi, sevdahi in
their tifins for you. If this is not possible, do
yourself a favour and make sure you show up
on Navjot or Navroz.

The latest fashions are taken very seriously and
diligently followed by the Parsis. Both Parsi men
as well as women wear a long muslin shirt or

sudra and girdle or kusti

Parsis migrated from
Greater Iran to Sind and
Gujarat between the 8" and
10th AD. They were given
refuge here to avoid
persecution following the
Arab conquest of Persia.
The most popular narrative
called Qissa-E-Sanjaan
states that an Indian ruler

along with their preferred
dress. While attending any
religious function Parsi
women are dressed in
embroidered saris whilst
men wear a dugli which is
made of white silk cloth.

Parsis have played a
significant role in India’s
trade, politics and

called Jadi Rana sent a glass
full of milk to the Parsi group seeking refuge.
His message was that his kingdom was full of
local people. The Zoroastrian immigrants put
sugar into the milk to indicate an assimilation
of their people into the local society i.e blending
sugar in milk. Since then India has embraced
the Zoroastrian religion.

The main components of Zoroastrianism as
practiced by the Parsi community are the
concepts of purity and “HumataHukta and
Huvarshda” that is good thoughts, good words
and good deeds.

Food is something that few can resist and more
so, the Parsis. So, if you have Parsi friends make

entertainment, since the pre-Independence
era. Phirozeshah Mehta, Sir Dadabhoy Navroji
and Bhikaji Cama are prominent Parsi freedom
fighters Their numbers may have reduced but
their influence has not. For example, did you
know that Nariman Point was named after a
Parsi or that John Abraham’s mother is Parsi?
The Tata family, the Godrej and the Wadias are
the crowning glory of the is Parsi community.
The world-famous dance choreographer
Shiamak Davar, the comedian Cyrus Broacha
and Viru Sahasrabuddhe...sorry | mean Boman
Irani are also Parsis.
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Living life is like a
| journey by train,
On seeing it for
the first time like
others, even |
was afraid.

I had no other
option but the

train to board,

While some were lucky to travel by
Lamborghini and Ford.

| couldn’t enter at first but entered at last,
Struggling to adjust with the world so fast.
At every station, someone you know will have
to get down,

Leaving everything - money, property and
even their crown.

Sometimes knowingly or unknowingly you’ll
be pushed out of the train,

Then no one will feel your need or

THE WORLD WOULD

The world would be a better
place with trees,

And if education was given
without fees.

The world would be a better
place in peace,

And if someone delivered a
free pizza with overloaded
cheese.

The world would be a better
place without poverty,
And if there was at every house 24X7 electricity.
The world would be a better place with
unlimited source of water,
And if at every house was born was a daughter.

The world would be a better place without
boundaries,

THE JOURNEY OF LIFE

- Manasi Gawali, IX B

understand the pain.

The person who'll come to will be your best,
For they have come to you leaving the rest,
The only solution for some problems will be a
sweet smile,

A smiling person you won’t find for miles.
Enjoy this journey as it is your first and last,
You won't even realise how moments pass.
Don’t regret later for what you should have
done,

Enjoy when it’s time or completely forget all
the fun.

Greet this journey with a cheer,

And be courageous enough to overcome the
fears.

If you have lived it, you’re done with your
part,

All we have to do is give our best from the
heart.

BE A BETTER PLACE

- Sejal Zode, IX B

And if people never wrote about their problems
in diaries.

(Instead they shared it with others)

The world would be a better place without
phone,

And if no child lived alone.

The world would be a better place with no arms,
And if no one invented the alarms.

The world would be a better place without
enmity,

And if people helped each other readily.

The world would be a better place with people
listening more,

And if the hearts of people were an open door.
The world would be a better place, if everyone
was treated equally,

With friends to care and a loving family.
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FOOTBALL TAKES OVER !!1!
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- Akshadha Shreeram, IX B
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THE MASCOT OF THE FIFA U17 WORLD CUP.
THE ADIDAS GOLDEN BOOT AWARD WINNER.

. THE WINNER OF THE GOLDEN GLOVE AWARD -

GABRIEL BRAZAO IS A PLAYER OF THIS TEAM.
COMPLETE THE LYRICS OF THE FIFA U17 WORLD CUP
TITLE SONG :- KAR KE DIKHLA DE !

THE HOST COUNTRY OF THE 2017 FIFA U17 WORLD
CUP.

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN
THE WORLD CUP.

THE AWARD PRESENTED TO THE BEST PLAYER AT FIFA.
THE FIRST RUNNERS UP AT THE FIFA U17 WORLD CUP
2017.

. WINNERS OF THE FIFA U17 WORLD CUP 2017.
4.

HOST STATE OF THE FIFA U17 WORLD CUP 2017
FINALS.
CAPTAIN OF THE INDIAN FOOTBALL TEAM.

SOLVE THE SUDOKU !!
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LIFE CHANGES MEMORIES DON’T

Fr Agnel Multipurpose School is one of the best
schools in Navi Mumbai and is famous for its
great facilities such as its own Swimming Pool,
Astro Turf and and Basketball Court. Agnels is
also well known for the school trips. They can
be to places as close as Goa to those as far as
Europe and Australia. | personally have been
part of 3 of these trips and they have been
Awesome with a capital A.

The first trip | went on was the one to Goa. |
took this trip back when | was in the fifth grade.
It was pretty much the first time | had left my
building complex without my parents. In the
beginning | was scared and homesick. But | not
only got used to being with my friends but also
had great fun on the trip. | even remember
fighting over petty issues like a bunch of 5%
graders (Oh, right, we were 5" graders back
then). Making sand castles on the beach, (quick
note: when you make a sandcastle, make sure
it is not in the range of the waves. Believe me
when | say that | know what it is like when an
hour of hardwork is literally swept away),
staying up after lights out were a few highlights
of my 5-day trip.

My second trip was the one to Uttarakhand. |
think | can say that, by the time we had this trip
| was (slightly) more mature. This time | got
down to having fun as soon as we caught our
ride because | knew that | had to make the most
of my time. We played cards and antakshari on
the train on the 3-day journey. After arriving
there, my first thought was, ‘A few more
kilometers north and we will be at the north
pole!” it was so cold. We got to our hotel right
away. Over the next twelve days, we trekked
up a mountain, ate some weird but tasty food,

- Anuksha Patil, IX B, Vivek Nair IX A

socialized with the locals etc. One important
thing | took away from this experience was my
friends. We had bonded over the bonfire and |
am sure that these friends are truly my friends
for life.

My third trip was the recent Assam trip in 9*"
standard. | personally have sweet memories of
this trip. | also learnt a lot from these trips. For
example, did you know that a ONE-horned
rhino has only ONE horn or that the hula
monkey has no tail? | also saw an elephant fall
(I am guessing it tripped) and THE ELEPHANT
FALLS (it is the name of a waterfall) which are
famous the world over. Not many of my old
friends came along for the trip which | guess
was unfortunately fortunate because | got to
make more friends. | bonded not only with
students but also with the teachers. Some
teachers who | thought were strict were a lot
of fun to travel with and play games. One of
the best features was the jungle safari. We got
to ride a jeep while desperately searching for
the one horned rhino a.k.a. the pride of Assam.
| for one spent a lot of time thinking whether
our jeep’s top speed of 120 kmph could save
us from a charging rhino. We spent a night at
the Shillong Don Bosco center where | spent a
sleepless night dreaming of a chase involving
me and a flying man-eating, rhino with an
elephant’s trunk. Over the next few days, we
saw the Guwahati Science Center and drank
Assamese tea (which happened to taste like
tea). On our last night we had a bonfire and the
next day we took a 3-hour flight back to
Mumbai.

Even though all these trips were amazing, | felt
very content to feel the hot breath of Mumbai
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on my face and to see the wildlife such as stray
dogs, cats and crows. | felt happy that | was back
home and not in the territory of man-eating,
flying rhino-phants .

But really there is no place like India. It is a place
that could make you feel at home even if you
are a Martian. | will never forget how kind the

people were or how enthusiastic they were
about having us with them. We all know that
India is a great country. But | thank my school
for giving me the opportunity to find the
difference between knowing it and truly feeling
it. All 1 can say is that we should be proud to be
citizens of INCREDIBLE INDIA!

WHY FASHION IS STRESSFUL ...

“True beauty is not related to the colour of your
skin, hair or eyes. It’s about who you are as a
human being, your principles and your moral
compass. It is what’s on the inside that counts.
People are attracted to looks initially, but the
kind of person you are, is all that ultimately
matters.”

If you are under the impression that | go by any
of the above statements, you are sadly
mistaken. The proverb, ‘Don’t judge a book by
its cover’ is passé. And to make things worse,
you don’t get a second chance to make the first
impression. Hence, to make the firstimpression
last, | strive to dress well!

| try mixing and matching outfits, which |
presume go with the occasion. But my mirror
just doesn’t seem to approve. Its default setting
seems to be stuck on ‘tacky’. | then turn to
magazines, hoping them to be my saviour.
Magazines give very detailed fashion tips and
even recommend styles for different body
shapes - be it pear, apple, hourglass,
watermelon shape and what not! But they
don’t prove much of a help to me, as they fail
to mention styles for the shapeless.

So | usually end up wearing an oversized
T-shirt that is low on maintenance, and which

- Leanne Rose, X B

I’'m convinced, suits every outing. But | end up
wearing the T-shirt so often, that if | got a rupee
every time | wore it, I'd be rich enough to hire
my personal wardrobe stylist!

With dressing up being such an ordeal for me,
it is beyond my understanding how Paris
manages to upgrade its fashion with each
passing day! Fashion seems to be the religion
there, never mind the secularism in its
Constitution.

Well, now that | have realized that it is no
coincidence dress rhymes with stress, | reckon
preaching ‘inner beauty’ quotes is my last
resort!
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HOGWARTS V/S HARVARD

- Akshadha Shreeram, IX B, Tanya D’Souza, IX B

Dear Agnelites,

We are pleased to inform you that you have a
place at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry and Harvard, the top notch University
in United States of America.

So, “Draco DormiensNanquamTitillandus” or
“Veritas” which would you like to proclaim loud
and clear in your future? Would you prefer the
Radcliffe from Hogwarts or the one in Harvard?
Would you love to recite magical incantations
in Scotland or be a part of the Ivy League Games
in Cambridge, Massachusetts? Would you
prefer boarding the Hogwarts Express from
platform 9 and a three fourth or boarding a
flight from the swanky international airport to
Cambridge?

Putting these questions forward, we asked our
fellow Agnelites to voice out their opinion as
to which alumni they would fancy to be a part
of, the enchanting Hogwarts University of
Witchcraft and Wizardry or the classy Harvard
University.

“Learning spells is way better than learning
theorems,” said Souptika Das of STD. 9th B.
Possessing the ability to make our enemies
vomit slugs and bully them under the shadow
of an invisibility cloak is beyond imagination.
Arithmancy, Potions, Defence Against the Dark
Arts, Divination and above all, getting to play
Quidditch would get me on cloud nine (pun
intended). Also, you will become extremely lazy
with letting your wand do all of it!

Divyam Kakani from std. 9th B wishes to be a
student of the most prestigious Harvard
University and embark on a journey of
intellectual transformation. He states that it will
be wonderful to exclaim their motto “Veritas!”
(meaning truth) proudly at their campus. Also,
it would help him to get placements at the best
workplaces. Just like the noticeable alumni like
Mr. Barack Obama, Kareena Kapoor, Mark
Zuckerburg, Rahul Gandhi, it would be glorious
for him to have his name in the future alumni.

Anushka Dey of STD 10th B wishes to follow
the dark path of magic by admitting herself in
the renowned Magical school of the era-
Hogwarts. According to her the thought of living
in dormitories and unlimited food that appears
out of nowhere perfectly defines her idea of a
flawless life. Moreover visiting sweet shops on
weekends and buying ‘The All Flavoured Beans’
would definitely be a treat for her taste buds;)!
Above all, funfilled education that lasts only for
seven years increases her enthusiasm to enter
the university.

“It’s real and there are amazing people to look
up to,” says Swapnagandha Bhogle of STD
10th A. She desires to be a part of the Harvard
University. All the knowledge that she attains
there can be showcased in the Muggle World.
She considers that attending a ‘real’ college
would be more fascinating than any fictional
one. Also, there wouldn’t be weird uniforms
and subjects, but those that will actually help
her in future. “No house discrimination!” is
what she believes and would thus prefer the
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reputable Harvard University any day.

‘It shows us nothing more or less than the
deepest, most desperate desire of our hearts.
These words by Albus Dumbledore inspire Urja
Merchant of STD 9% B to join the Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry as this would
grant her the opportunity to look at herself in
the Mirror of Erised and discover her dearest
desire. Also, the idea of experiencing detentions
in the Forbidden Forest with Hagrid and
centaurs pleases this Potterhead. Moreover,
drinking butterbear at three Broomsticks and
chilling out with Nearly Headless Nick increases
her longing to be a part of the school!

Using incantations to prank all the studious
people at school would definitely pull Rahul
Dandona of STD 9*" A towards Hogwarts. He
believes that learning to brew the Polyjuice
potion to transform himself into the most

handsome Draco Malfoy would be very
fascinating. Rather than buying boring hefty
textbooks he prefers stuffing his pockets with
tricks from Zonko’s Joke shop. Also the thought
of sneaking out during the afterhours and
finding secret pathways to Hogsmeade using
the Marauder’s Map excites his mischievous
soul!” Even though my heart longs to go to
Hogwarts, | know it’s impractical and hence
Harvard seems to me to be the better option!”
said Saurish Seksaria of STD 9th A. Hogwarts is
an imaginary school and receiving a letter from
this adventurous land definitely fascinates me.
However, the knowledge and values that | will
get to imbibe from the Harvard university will
help me grow into a successful human being in
real life. Hence, if given an option I'd choose
Hogwarts as a pass time but undoubtedly
Harvard to sustain in life.

DIFFERENT

Sometimes | ponder

Am | alone when I’'m actually not?

Like a cactus surrounded by flowers
Completely out of place

But often | wonder

Am | truly alone? Or not?

Like a cactus surrounded by flowers; plants like
itself

Out of place, yet unique and one of a kind
if you ever find

yourself to not fit in;

Like a cactus amidst flowers

A lotus in the middle of a marsh

Or sunshine broken by showers,

Among white, a red star

- Anushka Dey, X B

Or a pink pearl amidst white

Remember that there is a reason if not many,
Why You are where you are

Maybe it’s to break the monotony

Or simply to execute a change

For them to linger a little longer next to you
Perhaps you were meant to be marvelled at
You weren’t meant to fit in

You were meant to stand out and win

People will remember your presence if you are
like the rest

But they will never forget you if you are like a
cuckoo egg in a crow’s nest

~Different
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LET THE WORDS FAIL
AND LET MUSIC SPEAK FOREVER

Lullaby, and good night,

In the skies stars are bright.
May the moon’s silvery beams
Bring you sweet dreams.
Close your eyes now and rest,
May these hours be blessed.
‘Till the sky’s bright with dawn,
When you wake with a yawn.

This lullaby reminds me of those nights when |
lay in the cradle, listening to the beautiful voice
of my mother rendering this remarkable
composition. Even at that tender age, the
melody of music soothed all my baby problems.
Since that phase of my life when music relieved
all the problems | never even expressed (I
couldn’t without teeth) it has come a long way
or rather grown to become a friend | can never
really imagine my life without.

A beautiful quote rightly states, “Music is what
feelings sound like.” It is the gift of music that
has helped me spread the happiness within me.
It is the calmness of music that has motivated
me in times of sorrow. It is the craziness of
music beats that has seen me dance crazily on
overwhelming occasions. In short, music to me
is like the sugar syrup in which a cherry is dipped
before placing it on the icing. It helps me hide
my weaknesses by portraying itself as my
strength.

- Akshadha Shreeram, IX B

Right from the chirping of birds playing the role
of an alarm clock in the mornings, the rustling
sound of wind brushing past me while waiting
for a bus, the holy prayer song enlightening the
students’ mood during morning assembly, the
Tringggg sound of the bell every 30 minutes
bringing every boring period to an end, to the
ticking sound of a clock indicating the passing
seconds and gradually bringing the day to an
end, the entire day is a musical. A musical that
has enhanced my life. Hence, | think it is rightly
said, “Music is life. That’s why our hearts have
beats too!!”
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RALLY FOR RIVERS

From,

Ganga

Gangotri glacier,
Himalayas.
India.

To,
Every Indian who consumes water

SUBJECT: Solemn request to every Indian to
save the very rivers that gave birth to India

Dear Indian,

I, Ganga, on behalf of all the rivers that pulsate
through the very veins of India, am making this
kind and solemn appeal to every Indian who
depends on water to survive.

Water is a colourless and tasteless liquid, yet
everyone depends on it to quench his/her
thirst. ‘Water is life’ so says every human. But
| find it difficult to think that it is this same
humanity which is ignoring the fast depleting
rivers of India . Some of the vital lifelines of
India are about to dry up and what concerns
me more is that the humanity, which cannot
survive a day without water, is allowing this to
happen. One of the prime causative agents,
pollution is the result of the haphazard garbage
disposal and production and release of
poisonous elements....... by humans. Just
imagine waking up in extremely dirty clothes.
At least YOU can wash it off but what about me?
I am forced to stay that way for the whole day,
in fact years on end.

Let’s give it a second thought ...if you consider
me a holy river and worship me, why don’t you
treat me accordingly?

Garbage and other pollutants dumped in me
kill my precious babies —fish and flora. It breaks

- Sauptika Das, IX B

my heart to see my children whom | have
nurtured, die for no fault of their own. This
pollution is suffocating my younger sisters and
making them terminally ill.

Indian civilization was born on the banks of my
sister Indus and flourished under the caring arm
of my siblings - the Saptsindhu. Killing rivers is
equivalent to ravaging your roots, your
tradition, your culture, your future.

I, Ganga, will be obliged if every Indian pledges
to do a very simple act of rewarding the rivers
which gave birth to their motherland. Planting
trees on the riverbanks will significantly bring
down this damage done to us. This will help
accomplish control over floods and pollution
will decrease. Therefore, | sincerely request
Indians to save the rivers.

THANKING YOU IN ANTICIPATION.

Yours sincerely,

Ganga

Duda R Fhadan. TCR
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MANKIND’S RACE AGAINST TIME

Imagine sitting on the worlds largest hydrogen
bomb and while you are at it, put a dozen atom
bombs around you. All around you can hear a
tick...tock...tick...tock... as if the bombs will blast
any second. You try to ignore it... but the ticking
grows persistent and you have nowhere to run.
In a few years, human kind is going to be in the
same situation.

“Water is life,” is a very commonly used phrase
but what does it mean? Why do newspapers,
magazines and social media make such a fuss
over water shortage? Isn’t 71% of the earth
covered in water? Well, the simple answer
would be: yes. But if you look at the whole
picture you will realize that only 3% of all the
water can be consumed by living things. So that
gives you an idea of the water crisis at the global
level. But the sad thing is that it is the worst in
our own country.

Our nation’s rivers are deteriorating at an
alarming rate. In the last few decades, rivers in
India have undergone a drastic change mostly
because of a surge in population growth and
industrial development. Many perennial rivers
have become seasonal and the seasonal rivers
have vanished from the face of the earth. Our
rivers and their dismal state do catch our
attention at times though mostly we tend to
ignore it. Just like most issues that don’t directly
affect us we usually keep this issue aside to be
dealt with later. We sit at home and take
comfort in the misconception that there is
nothing that “we” can actually do. The truth is
that we are the only ones who can make this

- Rishika Jaykumar, IX D

change and if we don’t, within the next 10 years,
a quarter of our nation would be a desert.

The Isha Foundation under the guidance of the
able Sadguru has undertaken the Rally for Rivers
campaign with an aim to prevent this
catastrophe. Over the years many NGOs have
taken up this cause but it is the first time that
such an event has been so largely publicized.
Every person who consumes water must take
part in the Rally for Rivers. 65% of our water
needs are fulfilled by rivers. By 2030, research
shows that we will have only half the water we
need to satisfy the demands of the ever growing
population. Trees along the river banks are
important when it comes to preventing flooding
of the river as well as the drying up of the river.
Trees help rain water seep into the soil which
then percolates underground and eventually
forms a new generation of streams and river
systems. For example, the basin of Lakshman-
Teertha, a tributary of Cauvery, clearly showed
that rivers whose banks had good tree cover
flowed perennially. Streams without forest
cover flowed only seasonally i.e. 4 to 6 months
ayear. In accordance with these new finds, the
Rally for Rivers campaign has set its target” to
create and maintain tree cover for a minimum
of 1 km on either side of India’s rivers and their
tributaries.””

So, the next time you have a 3-hour long shower
just remember that the world is in a water crisis
and you may not be able to enjoy the same
luxury tomorrow.
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ARE YOU YOUtubing

Youtube is a platform for rising stars. Thanks to
Youtube, many people have risen from the
status of nobodies to overnight sensations.
Proof of this is the one and only, creator of the
most viewed super flop songs Dhinkchak Pooja.
However, there are many popular youtubers
who upload videos ranging from education to
entertainment on Youtube. Some of them are
John Green and Sandeep Maheshwari.
Agnelites are no exception when it comes to
youtubing. Now they tell us about their
favourite youtubers.

John Green- A hugely successful Youtube star
and a brilliant novelist, known for his Youtube
ventures — ‘Fault in our Stars’ and ‘Paper Town’
Before you ask: you have heard it right or rather
read it right! Who else could it be, other than
the 2006 Printz award winner, John Green’? His
channel ‘Crash Course’ presents animated
videos on some of the boring subjects you are
made to learn including history, geography,
science and lots more! So basically, you can
watch his videos and tell your mom you are
studying, which technically is not lying.

- Souptika Das, IX B

Logan Paul, an American Youtube personality
and actor has been in the limelight since he
chose to make his own youtube channel. As we
all know, he has accumulated a massive fanbase
over the years, mostly because of his wild
personality and likewise physical stunts. His
‘Official Logan Paul’ channel has 3.2 million
subscribers. The clips he mostly posts consist
of stunts, comedy, sketches and public pranks

- Compiled by Madhura Chatufale, IX B

which have gained immense popularity. He has
also excelled in the world of acting by working
in different television projects that include
‘Rainbow Man’, ‘Bad Weather Films’ etc. The
22-year-old ‘Douchebag’ (as he calls himself) is
a Vine Star with innumerable followers.

- Kareena Gosain, XI D

Sandeep Maheshwari is a name among the
millions who struggled, failed and surged ahead
in search of happiness.
‘Motivational Life Changing Seminars’ all over
India to inspire young minds and has the second
largest number of subscribers. His exuberant
personality and unique style of speaking has
and will always attract viewers.
surely make a positive impact on your mind and
teach you a lesson for life.

- Madhura Chatufale, IX B

He conducts

His videos

Lilly Singh a.k.a superwoman “One Love” has
attracted billions of subscribers including many
of our fellow Agnelites. Her hilarious mimicry
of her parents - Manjit from ‘Sec 17 Punjab’ and
her overly dramatic mother Paramjit have won
her Unicorns. Focusing on relevant and
relatable topics for teens has urged the
audience to binge watch her ‘One Love’
Superwoman that is a video. Zoop!

- Aparajita X B, Ketki Sapre XI D

Ryan Higa, a Japanese American comedian born
in Hawaii - is the prime creator of the Youtube
channel ‘nigahiga’ currently the twenty first
most subscribed on youtube. Yes!! You guessed
it right. Being a brilliant actor and writer known
for Ninja Melk (2009), Agents of Secret Stuff
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(2010), The last Skitz0 (2015) is hugely popular
amongst youngsters having over 15 million
subscribers. He also makes amazing music
videos and with his RHPC squad brings to you
the worst and best of trends.

Prajakta Koli

Thane girl Prajakta Koli has become the new
comic talent in town since she started her
Youtube channel a year ago. She talks to you
with unabashed confidence about things and
people. Her videos are extremely relatable
maybe because she is casual and ‘desi’ about
things and totally crazy like her subscribers. Her
Youtube channel ‘mostly sane’ has crossed over
1 lakh subscribers since it was launched last

February. Her Youtube videos are greatly
appreciated by teens.
- Jahnavi Deshmukh, IX B

Matt Steffaninafl
An executive producer of ‘Dance Tutorials Live’,
Matt Steffanina has crossed over 4 million
subscribers on his primary youtube channel and
is best known for his intricate and energetic
dance routine. People who wish to get access
to professional dance skills should watch his
videos. Numerous hip-hop dancers, fans and
dancers love Matt Steffanina’s incredible
choreography.

- Janvi Palan, X D

MY SISTER

My sister is a little obsessive,
And whenever | point it out,

She’ll give me an angry pout
And become super defensive

“That’s what you do

Not I,” she would say,
And move me away...
Never test her, mind you

She wants her room to be clean,
As pretty as a picture,

And if you try to trick her

She’s prepared to be mean.

She wants her cupboard neat
Dare breed in it a rat,

- Swapnagandha Bhogle, X A

‘Cause if you were to do that,
You’re in for a nasty beat.

She wants her pencils sharp
Whether she uses them or not,

If on display is everything you’ve got
“You’re a mighty mess!” she’d harp.

Occasionally out of the blue,

Around your neck her hands would wrap,
With her heavy self on my lap,

She’d laughingly say,” | love you.”

Although | don’t want to,
As if | was held hostile...

| return a big fake smile,
And reply,” I love you, too.”
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WHY ARE OUR CITIES SMOKING?

Pollution levels in the capital of India are
reaching the skies. People in the city of Delhi
have their faces covered in masks as if swine
flu has struck all over again. First is always a
coveted place and Delhi has made our nation
proud by becoming, the world’s most polluted
capital city. The Air Quality Index recorded in
Delhi was 30 times more than the safe limit
prescribed by the WHO

THE REASONS:

As winter sets in the dust particles in the air
are unable to escape from the particular place
due to stagnant winds. The main source of this
dust is the rampant burning of crop stubbles in
the neighbouring states of Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. In spite of the ban
on crackers in the NCR, (by the honourable
Supreme Court) people burst crackers and it
adds to the already existing chunk of air
pollutants. The pollution from vehicles along
with burning coal only made matters worse. The
heap of particulate matter was escalating at
lightning speed; thanks to the burning of
‘petroleum coke’ (which, in fact, is banned in
the USA). It is used on a humungous scale in
India. Petroleum coke is over 90% carbon and
emits 10% more carbon dioxide than coal. India
is the world’s largest importer of this
catastrophic solid.

THE CONSEQUENCES:

The dust particles in the air along with fog add
up to form ‘smog’. This smog holds particulate
matter (PM) which can easily flow through our

- Mangesh Gadewar, X A

blood stream and can cause an infinite number
of respiratory diseases. If you are an asthma
patient, then fasten your seatbelts as your
condition is surely going to worsen.

The Delhi government hiked parking charges
and enforced the Odd-Even rule. To curb
pollution, the government made their bus
travel free of cost for a whole week. The Delhi
government declared a five day holiday to
schools and colleges.

NAVI MUMBAI'S CONDITION

The AQI levels in Delhi were averaging around
400 for PM2.5 while in Navi Mumbai it was
around 135. Nerul and Koparkhairne were
found to be the most polluted nodes in Navi
Mumbai. The main contributor of pollution in
Navi Mumbai is the industrial belt in Turbhe.
Air pollution can be brought down by using
more of public transport and carpooling. We
should establish air purifying plants like Aloe
Vera, Peace lily, Bamboo palm, Areca palm
rather than spending money on air purifiers. We
should avoid going out if the pollution levels
are high. If necessary, wear a mask and then
step out of your houses. Do buy masks with
rating as N95 or N99 as these masks filterup to
95% of harmful PM2.5. Include food items rich
in Omega 3 like flax seeds (commonly known
as Javas) in your diet.

Thus, the government, NGO’s and people
should work together and reduce pollution for
a greener environment and a better tomorrow.
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LIFE

Life is a beautiful thing God has given us

To turn it into something, make it worth it
Love yourself and your enemies,

Because they will express their gratitude one
day....

Be calm in every situation,

The problems you face are just a test.

There are many things to explore,
Different paths to choose,

wisely you take the decision
What is easy and what is true!

Keep that smile always on your face,
That shows the strength you possess,
Stick to the ground

And achieve success.

People will admire you

Give you respect.

- Nikita Jadhav, XI A

So, friends these are the rules,

Of the game made by you,

Here no one is a loser

Everyone is a winner in some way.

Just one more thing to remember,
Life is beautiful and you have it ,
That’s the greatest blessing, love it!!

- Vaishnav, XI C

FACE THE FUTURE

| never liked the darkness.

For from me it took away

my shadow.

The one thing that | owned.

It was lost.

| thought | was too.

But as the sun wore its crown once more,
It exiled the darkness; erasing its mark.
| looked behind me again,

This time relieved to see that

my shadow had returned,

taller than ever now.

- Anushka Dey, X B

And then | looked in front.

| was surprised by what lay ahead

Confused why | never saw it before

Maybe | was so engrossed in searching for my
shadow behind

That | never realized

| was infact facing the sun.

Better things lie ahead; not behind. Don’t miss
out on your future while holding on to your
past.
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SOLITUDE

With every breath

the only sound | could hear
was the beating of my heart,
blood that flowed in my veins,
Tears over my numb face,

salt on my lips,

| built a wall around me,

And

Only solitude was left.

With all the strength remaining in me
| opened a window to escape,

The window..... to the world,
Freedom for my soul

Over my weak flesh

The cooling night light did shine.
Some praise the Lord for Light,

| thank God for the Night
Darkness Brought Me Alive.

The dawn arrived,
Fading away the beautiful night.

DREAM MORE,

Even if it seems difficult to keep hopes in the
time of distress,
Dream More, Dream High!

Even if life seems challenging and
unpromising at every step,
Dream More, Dream High!

- Sneha Kute, XI D

- Vaishnav, XI C

Once again.

With blood in my veins

And tears over my numb face
Ill await the healing phase.

| know in my heart

The night requires to fade.
So I'll wait for the night

to make me alive again.

DREAM HIGH !

- Devanshi Dsouza, XI C

Look up to the sky and see yourself fly.

If taken in a positive stride, every moment
will pass with pride.

Dream More, Dream High!

Let your smile be an inspiration,
Your actions, a new motivation,
Dream More, Dream High!
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CALMNESS + PRESENCE OF MIND =
A WINNING COMBINATION

Once a bedridden old man was counting his last
breath. He called his son and asked him to bring
the wooden box kept in the wardrobe. He said,
“Son, this is the only legacy | can give you. This
box contains two diamonds; one is real and the
otheris made of glass. Till now no one has been
able to identify which one is real and which a
fake, since they are identical. | will be happy, if

you use them for a good cause.....
Saying these words, the old man passed away.

After some days the son went to the
King’s court and showed both the stones to the
courtiers. He asked the King and courtiers to
identify the real from the fake with a
precondition that if the real stone was identified
correctly, he would gladly gift it to the King. But
if they failed to recognize the difference
between the two stones, then the King would
have to part with half of his treasures. The King
accepted the challenge. The King and others
were astonished seeing the diamonds, which
looked similar and twinkled like stars in a dark
sky. Since it was a bright summer day, the court
was held in the open garden, surrounding the

palace.

- Omkar Suresh Ganjale, XI A

One by one, all the courtiers failed. The King
was reluctant to part with his treasure. Just then
a blind old man rose from the audience and
offered to identify the real diamond. He
touched the two stones and lifted up one stone,

proclaiming that it was the real one.

All the courtiers and the owner were surprised
as a visually impaired person had done
something which they could not do. They were
eager to know how he had managed to do so.
The blind man calmly unravelled the mystery
and said, “It was quite simple. Even though both
the stones were kept in the sun, one of them
was cooler while the other became hot due to
the heat. So when | held them, | immediately

identified the real from the fake.”

The lesson learnt from this story is that
circumstances may not be conducive but if a
person remains calm, despite adversity, he is

indeed a Diamond amongst many stones.
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FINDING MY FAMILY

It was the beginning of the 8th grade. We were
just allotted new sections and had new
classmates. When | entered my class and took
alook, | realized that I hardly knew a handful of
them. | was extremely nervous and somewhere
| wanted to go back to my old class and be a
part of a familiar group; | wasn’t aware that the
people I didn’t know at all were eventually going
to be the people who would be my friends
forever.

And so, with my class teacher Alpana Miss, we
began our journey as 8th-B. | would not be
wrong in saying that the Annual days, Scouts
and Guide camps, free/games periods helped
us all bond. We all were classmates for 3 years
i.e. 8th to 10th grade so somewhere we
connected emotionally with our each other.
There were some extremely amazing but
equally crazy people in my class.

These were the people | enjoyed the company
of gradually many of us came together and
started hanging out during recess or on
birthdays. Thus began the phase of my
friendship with a bunch of silly but fun loving
teenagers, or rather shall | put it as, my bunch
of crazy people. We had surprise birthday
celebrations for every friend because birthdays
were supposed to be the most happening thing
for us back then. But now we hang around each
other even if it’s just a Tuesday. We land up at
each other’s houses for the lamest excuses, like
eating or taking a nap or watching some movie
together and just spending time with each
other, just to see each other’s monkey-like yet
very-adorable faces.

- Shahnawaz Jeddy, Xl C

We have been through all the silly fights or
arguments like any other group of friends too,
but it is the fact that, we have stuck around for
4-5 years now and that is important. | am so
glad I have friends.....real friends, who know me
and accept me as | am. | can call them any time
| need advice...

Calling the night before the exam and discussing
answers for hours at the last moment....
promising to study for the next exam more
sincerely, predicting the question paper and
helping each other to overcome panic attacks
were routine affairs. If | had to go shopping or |
wanted to visit a recently opened eating joint,
these are the people who | would think of
immediately. Standing up for each other,
pointing out and helping to rectify each other’s
mistakes has given us a family-like feeling.

Planning to go for trips, travelling around the
world, shopping, eating and enjoying, are our
plans for the future as of now. There have been
times when | have wanted to cry enough to
flood rivers and these were the people who
gave me the world’s best hugs, assuring me that
everything will be fine. These beautiful yet crazy
friends are the people | wish to take care of from
the bottom of my heart and | know it for a fact
that | cannot function or even exist without
them. These are the people I'll love forever.

The friend circle we once called a ‘group’ is now
my family.
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THE FOUR THINGS THAT | LEARNED
AT THE AGE OF 18

Hello everyone! I’'m just an average teenager
trying to figure out things. And this, here, is a
gist of what I’'ve learned in the span of 18 years.

1.

IT’S JUST A PHASE

- Anisha Mishra, XIl C

find your passion. It does not happen
overnight. It certainly does not happen
even over a span of two years. You are not
alone. Look around you. Every teen around

you is going through the

There will be days
when you feel things at
the rate of one
thousand feelings per
second. There will be
days when you are
numb towards
everything. And if these
days haven’t happened
to you yet trust me
you’'re in for a roller
coaster ride. Just do
yourself a favour and
don’t freak out (easier
said than done) when
things don’t fall in their
correct place. You're
not in a fairyland. 99

same thing. Most of us are
confused.... we all are just
winging aimlessly.

3. JUST WAIT FOR IT.
You will meet a lot of
new people as you grow up.
Some people will turn into
friends. Some of those
friends will turn into family.
Someday you will find
certain individuals you will
love dearly and hold them
very close to your heart.
Such relationships are not
created overnight. Such
friendships require years to
- Urvi, XI E | strengthen, they require

things out 100 won’t
turn out the way they were supposed to.

IT’S OKAY TO BE CONFUSED.

As a student the most important job of our
life right now is to study, and study well.
You’re a teen, you're not supposed to figure
out your whole life this very second. Even
your Mum or your Dad took time to figure
out what life was all about! If you're
struggling with what educational path you
want to walk on, talk to people who can
help you. Your Dad, Mom, brother, a certain
individual whom you find inspiring. It's a
long, mind you...... a very long process to

time. A friend is a person
who's in your life to correct you like, he/
she is your mother. To support you like, he/
she is a brother or a sister. A true friend
stays by your side through the toughest
times, someone who stays by your side
even when you have given up. A friend
restores your faith in yourself, corrects you,
and argues with you for your own good.
And believe me, one day when you find a
true friend you will know what it feels like
to be a part of the purest kind of bond and
the purest kind of relationship. As they say,
some friends are for a season, some are for
a reason and well, some are for a life time.




BEHIND-THE-SCENES
(THE STORY OF A FORMER HEAD GIRL)

Have you ever wondered what goes on in the
mind and the life of that girl, the one wearing a
shining black badge, the one who patrols the
school corridors? Well here’s your answer. It’s
nothing like you imagined.

My experience of being the head-girl of this
institution, which | consider my home, cannot
be described in a few words. You might not
know the nitty gritties of it, but there’s a lot
more than what meets the eye. And this | am
going to share with you today.

I'll remember the day | got elected, till my last
day on this planet. On the 3rd of September,
2016, standing there on the second floor, |
wondered if | would get a chance to take up
this responsibility, or was | just called to witness
my friends become leaders. With a sea of
emotions and thoughts swarming in my mind,
| heard my mentor, our Principal Ma’am,
announce my name as the new Head Girl. And
there | was, surprised and happy at the same
time. With my heart pounding, | ran down the
flight of steps in a few seconds...it must have a
world record of descending the stairs!

That day marked the beginning of the greatest
lesson of my life so far. | learned new things
every day. A typical day of mine began with
making sure everything, right from the morning
assembly to the end of the day prayer, went off
smoothly.

- Samiksha Mengde, Xil B

For the students | was, more than their Head
Girl, their Mom. And they teasingly called me
‘Mumma’ or ‘Boss’....I didn’t mind it and kind
of enjoyed the new designation given by the
students. On an everyday basis, taking care of
MY KIDS, included making sure they went into
their classes on time and didn’t roam around
wasting time. We might not have been like a
proper family in the exact sense of the term,
but on many occasions, we surely argued like
one. We were like any large extended
family...that argues but sticks together. And
invariably | was the peace maker every time.
At the end of the day, all of us were just kids,
trying to convince ourselves more than others,
that we had it all under control.

Our teachers were our pillars of support.
Polishing our leadership skills depended on
them and they were always around for us. They
watched every move of ours, every mistake and
slip up. They had the magical ability to suddenly
appear by our side and disappear equally
swiftly. There was authority in our teacher’s
voice that demanded the best out of each one
of us. When we were given a task, we had to
deliver; noif’s and but’s. They have always been
an inspiration, they always will be. We learned
to take on responsibility with a smile. | admire
my teachers for being true to their
responsibilities and beliefs.
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Teachers always greeted me with a cheerful
smile and a calm attitude that constantly
reminded me to keep my temper in check. This
has influenced my abilities as a leader to a great
extent and | will be thankful to them forever.

The same gratefulness extends to the ex-
leaders, especially Omkar, our ex Head Boy. He
helped me to make the right decisions while
looking at matters from everyone’s point of

view.

The year went away so fast, it seems like only
the other day that | was elected as the Head
Girl. Today as | look back, | have no regrets. |

did make mistakes but every time | had
someone to guide me and correct me. | learned
the art of humility along with responsibility.
Those were the best days of my life. | will miss
that unexplainable feeling of pride and
satisfaction when | wore my badge every day.
Even today, my uniform feels incomplete
without that shiny black pin and sometimes |
find myself accidentally touching the place
where it used to sit on my uniform. | have
learned that like someone passed the Baton to
me...I too must give it to another....The tradition
must continue forever.

THE ART OF BEING NICE

To a wailing child,

Or an old lady weeping,

A few words of love and comfort,
Can have effects very sweeping.

To a homeless woman,
Or a child who’s in need,
Your leftover pizza,

Is a great delicacy indeed.

When your friend’s being annoying,
And you are tempted to be mean,
Your harsh words and you,

Will only create a scene.

- Rosita D’mello, X A

When the salesman ‘blabbers’,
Standing at your door,

Offer him some water,

He might wish for more.

When your auto driver’s cribbing,
And it seriously starts to rile,

Ask him about his day,

And see him flash a smile.

Everyone can be rude,

It’s tough to be patient,

Show a little kindness each day,
To show that you're different.
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| have a best friend. His name is Om.
Om and | play together and share our toys.
We both go to the garden
and play on the swings and slides.
Sometimes we fight but we forgive and

Everyone has a best friend.
My best friend’s name is Zain.

My friend and | both watch TV together.
Zain helps me everytime.

| hope we remain good friends forever. ove
) - Atharwa Wadagule, 1 ¢ to be with each other.
Thank God for Om.

My best friend is Ridhan.
He is my partner.

A He also helps me alot.

Day before yesterday he had helped me} -

y best friend is Adi.
He likes to play with cars.
He also has tracks of the cars.

We both like to play with each other.
He is my first friend in Mumbai. . pack my bag.
| love my friend and | like to play with hi He is very good and handsome.
- Aathim Pillai, | E .

- Mayan Bansal, | F

v e 0o 0 00

My friend’s name is Prapti.
I like to play with my best friend.
She is very very kind to me.
She helped me in a big problem.
She tells me very funny jokes.
- Lavya Tamboli, | D

My best friend is Tinu.
She is my life.

We both are best friends in the world.
She is helpful like Achana Miss.

-Antara S.S., | A
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“SH RADDHANJALI”

The Management, Staff and students Qf Eri Agnel Multipurpose School & Jr. College,
Vashifondly remember Sri K.R. Sabnis, who breathed his last on 19th November 2016.

His contribution in the sphere of education iannot be underestimated. He lent
yeoman service to various educational organisations and his last lap of 30 years were
spent with the Agnel Family of Vashi. Selfleéély sharing his rich lexperiences and
wisdom, Sri. Sabnis ably guided the teachers,i parents and students and gave the
Marathi section of the school a unique and promising identity. Walking along the path
shown by him is the best tribute we can offer to his great departed soul.
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